
GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE CULTURAL INSTITUTE
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center providing various classes, programs, services, and 
facilities to the South Bay area.  We also provide affordable housing through the JCI Gardens Apartments, the adjacent senior housing property.

 The GVJCI’s roots date back to 1912, when it was known as the Moneta Gakuen, a Japanese language school.  In 1967, it was formally incorporated 
as the Gardena Valley Japanese Language School.  Then, in 1968, the corporation changed its name to the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute 
to incorporate the broader services and functions the organization offers.  In 1971, Compton Gakuen, Gardena Gakuen, and Moneta Gakuen merged, 
opening its doors officially as the GVJCI’s Japanese Language School.  The GVJCI has a very proud history spanning over 100 years.

Today, we continue to provide a variety of activities, programs, and services.  We are truly fortunate to have an active and well-utilized center serving 
people of all ages.  We thank you, the community, for your active participation and for your support through donations and volunteerism that enables 
the GVJCI to continue.

Mission Statement:  
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute serves the needs of the Japanese American community of the South Bay area through educational, cul-
tural and social programs by:

•	 Providing programs and activities, sensitive and relevant, to the needs of our senior citizens and youth;
•	 Offering use of facilities and support to community organizations which foster the best interests and welfare of the community
•	 Striving to create an environment for better inter-generational understanding, for perpetuating the ethnic heritage of Americans of Japanese  
 ancestry, and for promoting cultural pride and respect for all humanity. 

1964 West 162nd Street
Gardena, CA  90247
Phone: 310-324-6611
Fax: 310-324-3223
Email:  info@jci-gardena.org
Website:  jci-gardena.org
Like & Connect:
www.facebook.com/GVJCI

OR CURRENT OCCUPANT

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID
Gardena, CA 90247

PERMIT NO. 75

Board of Directors
Charlie Oyagi, President
Bob Horii, Vice President
Marilyn Tsuge, Secretary
Miles Akiyama, Treasurer
Richard Ames
Steven Awakuni
Gail Doi
Larry Hada
Alan Kita
Teri Kuwahara
Helen Nakano
Grant Nakaoka
Cheryl Nakata
Ray Shibata

Staff
Administration & Programs
Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director
Dale Inafuku, Office Manager/Programs &  
 Technology Specialist
Michelle Yamashiro, Program Manager
Sharon Sawai, Events & Fundraising Coordinator

Facilities
Debbie Oba, Facility Operations Manager
Brian Hoshiko, Maintenance Custodian
Bob Seki, Maintenance Custodian
Gerald Mayewaki, Facility Assistant
Eddie Motonaga, Facility Assistant

Japanese Language School
Larry Hada, Principal
Atsuko Vorreiter, Vice Principal & Teacher
Satoru Kawakita, Teacher
Yukikazu Nagashima, Teacher
Aimi Nakajima, Teacher
Naoko Okamoto, Teacher
Eriko Yamamoto, Adult Class &  
 Conversation Class Teacher
Tomiko Akamine, Clerical

GVJCI Quarterly 
Newsletter 
Alvin Takamori,  
Layout & Design

Emeritus 
Board of 
Directors
George Ajioka
Dan Ashimine
Helen Kawagoe
Paul Koshi
Glenn Tachibana 
Terry Terauchi

Winter 2016Gardena Valley
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Anonymous
Cambra, May
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2016 — YEAR OF THE MONKEY!
On behalf of our GVJCI Board of Directors and Staff, I wish you all the best for the 
new year, and thank each and every one of you for the support you gave us in 2015.  
GVJCI is alive and well, and continues to grow because of your participation in our 
programs & services, your volunteerism, and your generous monetary and non-
monetary donations.  GVJCI continues to be a gathering place where people of all 
ages and backgrounds come together, learn, cultivate, and celebrate the rich Japanese 
American cultural heritage that exists today!  We are truly fortunate for all of you 
who come through our doors day and night, seven days a week, giving our center its 
continued life and relevancy.  Looking forward to more to come in 2016!

With kansha,
Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director

Our deepest gratitude to the following 2015 monetary and non-monetary donors for 
donations received by December 31, 2015.  We apologize if we inadvertently left any-
one off this list.  Please let us know by contacting the GVJCI Office.  
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Tanigawa, Nancy
Taniguchi, Ned & Lois
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Anonymous
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Kaida, Jim
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Kato, Dan & Sharon
Kato, Yukio & Violet
Kazuko Ballet
Kusunoki, Alice
Lomeli’s Italian Restaurant
Louie, Eric & Janet
Murakami, John

Marumoto, Todd & Joni
Maruo, Robert & Susan
Maruya, Carl R., CPA
Masuzumi, Peggy & Paul
Matsumoto, Eiko
Matsumoto, Paul
Matsuoka, Ruby
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Mori, Richard & Patricia
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Nakagawa, Robert
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Nakamatsu, Maria
Nakamura, Paul & Kikuno
Nakamura, Paul & Mildred
Nakao, Masayuki
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Nakazaki, Sally & Tony
Nishihira, Sam
Noda, Gene & Miho
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Noguchi, Steve & Rachel
Nojima, Lyman
Oba, Rory & Debbie
Oka, Hidekazu & Sueko
Okabe, Thomas & Denise
Okazaki, Mitzi & Ken
Okubo, Keisuke
Omoto, Matsuko
Oshiro, Akiko
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Ozaki, Kazuko
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Raza, Zarinah
Saika, Peggy
Saito, Maxine
Sanchez, Martha
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Sugimoto, Robert
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Takechi, Kay
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Watanabe, Pat
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$1,000 - $5,000
Nogawa, Sam
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Chuman, Christine &  
     Shunsuke
Estrada, Luz
Hada, Larry & Susan
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$1,000 - $5,000
King’s Hawaiian Bakery &   
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Union Bank

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Gardena Valley Gardeners  
 Association
Terao, DDS, Ernest
Yamada, Dr. Jason

$100 - $499
Anonymous
Hazelton Auto Body Corp
Kawahara, Myrna
Nakaoka, Grant

$10 - $99
F.K. Nursery, Inc.
Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy

Tahata, William & Erma
Uemura, Hannah

Tributes
$1,000 - $5,000
In Memory of  
Alyce Ishimoto
    Ishimoto, Joyce

$100 - $999
In Memory of  
Margaret Chomori
    Uyekawa, Karen & David
In Memory of  
Dr. Nadine Ishitani Hata
    Hata, Donald
In Memory of  
Agnes Kamemoto
    Tokishi, Patsy & Willie
    Inouye, Eiji & Tomoko
In Memory of Rodney Kamiya
    Rachael Kamiya
In Memory of Takayuki “Jack” 
& Miako Kozaki
    Eakins, Anna
In Memory of Takayo Kurachi
    Kurachi, Sam
In Memory of Mrs. Sam  
Mui Kwan
    Huang, Thomas & Eleanor
In Memory of Mike Morishita
     Kawahara, Myrna
In Memory of Jim Nakamura
     Nakamura, Janet
In Memory of Red  
Muneo Uemura
     Uemura, Hannah
In Memory of Masaru  
“Tom” Yonemura
    Jono, Kathleen

$10 - $99
In Memory of Ayako Fujimoto
     Ajioka, George & Masako
     Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of  
Toshiko Fujizawa
     Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of  
Eugene “Bu” Fukute
    Fujikawa, Kim
In Memory of Misuomi Hama
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Yoshiko Ishida
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Hisaye Kaneko
    Hirokawa, Cathy
In Memory of  
Agnes Kanemoto
    Hayakawa, Franklin & Amy
In Memory of Rose Kobata
    Ajioka, George & Masako
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of  
Victoria Nakamatsu
    Nakamatsu, Maria
In Memory of Lillian Nakano
    Awakuni, Dorothy Teruko
    Tomo No Kai

In Memory of Hatsue Nikaido
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Frank Tofukuji
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Yikiko Yuge
    Hayashi, Yoshiko

Car Donors
Nakaoka, Grant and Traci

In-Kind Donation of  
Items or Services
@Home Kitchen
Aoki-Hyatt, Carolyn
Awakuni, Dorothy and Ken
Cherrystones
Dovard, Ross
Ezaki Glico USA Corporation
Fukunaga, Toshi
Gardena Bowl Coffee Shop
Hayashi, Yoshiko
Ikegami, Mikiyo
Kaneda, Joyce
Kaya, Richard
Keyline Lithography Inc
Kohama, Jean
Meiji America Inc.
Mikawa, Florence
Miyabe, Sue
Miyako Hybrid Hotel
Muneno, Nancy
Murakami, John
Nakasuji, Rose
Nishio, Yvonne
Oyagi, Charlie
Phillips, Ginger
Sagawa, Nancy
Sakamoto, Roger & May
The Loft
Uwahori, Sadae
Watanabe, Gail
Weber, Terry
Whole Foods Market,  
 Torrance
Yamada, Ronald
Yokota, Sus
Yoshioka, Sandy

MAPFRE/Commerce West Insurance Company, formerly Western Pioneer, was formed in 1948 with the help of many 
Nisei insurance agents to provide Japanese Americans affordable automobile insurance.   MAPFRE/Commerce West 
Insurance Company continues the “Western Pioneer Group Program” today, in which members of Japanese American 
non-profit organizations can purchase automobile insurance at discounted rates.  In addition, annual donations are 
given to non-profit organizations that have the most members joining this plan.   This special discount program benefits 
the drivers and the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI).  Please ask your agent about this program.  Be-
low is a partial list of participating agencies.

MAPFRE/Commerce West Insurance

COSTA MESA
Miyazaki Ins. Svcs.
(714) 979-8700

CULVER CITY
Trust Insurance
(310) 839-3127

GARDENA
AHTKY Insurance
(310) 516-0110

Nakamura Agency
(310) 327-0717

HUNTINGTON BEACH
Mizuno Insurance
(714) 964-7227

LA PALMA
The J. Morey Ins. Co.
(714) 562-5910

LONG BEACH
Nori Marumoto Inc.
(562) 595-4403

LOS ANGELES
Buna Insurance
(213) 626-1547

Kagawa Ins.
(213) 628-1800

Tatsuno Insurance
(213) 626-1954

MONTEBELLO
Ogino-Aizumi, Inc.
(323) 728-7488

MONTEREY PARK
Quality Ins. Service
(323) 727-7755

PASADENA
FIA Ins. Svcs., Inc.
(626) 795-7059

SANTA MONICA
Autoline
(800) 770-7978

TORRANCE
Kamiya Ins. Agency
(310) 781-2066

Isu Tsuneishi Ins.
(310) 533-8877

WHAT’S
IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US.

©2015 MUFG Union Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Union Bank is a registered trademark and brand name of MUFG Union Bank, N.A.

Gardena
310-354-4700

Irvine
949-250-0580

Little Tokyo
213-972-5500

Los Angeles Main
213-236-7700

Montebello
323-726-0081

Orange County Airport
949-225-4320

Palos Verdes Center
310-541-2571

South Gardena
310-532-5522

Torrance
310-373-8411

West Los Angeles
310-391-0678

Union Bank® understands the importance of community. We
are deeply grateful for the personal and professional ties we
have developed throughout the years. And with our proven
history of solid financial performance, we will continue to
put our strength to work for you. Together with you, we look
forward to building a successful future for generations to come.

Union Bank is proud to support the Gardena Valley
Japanese Cultural Institute.

unionbank.com
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Board of Directors Updates
With great sadness, we mourn the passing of Eiji Inouye on 
December 14, 2015.  Eiji Inouye served on our Board of Direc-
tors from 1970, helping with the early building fund drive,  
and continued dedicating his time to the GVJCI for 40 years.  
Eiji later became a GVJCI Board of 
Director Emeritus in 2014.  He also 
contributed 13 years compiling and 
writing “The Early History of the 
GVJCI: My Personal Recollections,” 
which serves as an instrumental doc-
umentation of the early development 
of GVJCI.  Eiji was also a longtime 
advisor of the Gardena Judo Club.  He 
will be dearly missed.

 GVJCI Board of Directors and Staff 
thank Jeff Murakami who served six 
years on our Board, and was deeply 
involved in the inner-workings of 
the GVJCI.  Not only had Jeff spent 
countless hours at GVJCI volunteer-
ing his time on setting up the Bridge 
library, chairing committees, imple-
menting many programs, and assist-

ing staff, he was instrumental in leading the Board through a 
two-year strategic planning process giving GVJCI direction 
and goals for the next decade.  Jeff also spearheaded our 100th 
Year Legacy Celebration in 2012, which brought greater aware-
ness to our long history and our significant roots connected to 
the three gakuen (Moneta, Gardena, and Compton).  In estab-
lishing our Development Committee, Jeff launched several do-
nor campaigns providing additional ways for GVJCI to create 
a sustainable future.  Jeff’s contributions have been immense.  
Although Jeff has ended his term as Board of Director in 2015, 
he will continue as a dedicated volunteer. Thank you, Jeff!

We welcome two new members to  
the Board of Directors in 2016.   

Gail Doi has spent most of her life in lo-
cal government and community service.  
Early in her career, she taught Asian 
American Studies at CSULB and worked 
in Asian-Pacific service organizations.  
As Grants Administrator and Special 
Projects Manager for the City of Gardena 
and Deputy City Manager for the City of 
Camarillo, she specialized in integrat-

ing public, private and nonprofit resources to meet community 
needs.  In 1975, Gail’s proposal for a 3-year Federal General 

Revenue Sharing grant to GVJCI was approved, providing 
funding for the first staffing, operations and programs in the 
newly re-built GVJCI facilities.  Gail most recently served as 
interim Director of Administration for the Japanese American 
Cultural & Community Center, and is also a nonprofit con-
sultant with the Executive Services Corps of So Cal.  Her past 
work or board service include the Japanese American National 
Museum, Harbor Gateway Center, RAIN Homeless Housing of 
Ventura County, Camarillo Health Care District, Asian Ameri-
can Drug Abuse Program, LB Pioneer Project and LB Japanese 
Language School.  Gail has an MPA from the USC School of 
Public Policy, where she continues to mentor graduate students, 
and a BA in English from UC Santa Barbara.
“Serving on the GVJCI Board is a way of coming full circle for 
me.  The roots of my family and professional life are here in 
Gardena and GVJCI is a huge part of our community collec-
tive.  I look forward to joining with friends and colleagues to 
support and sustain GVJCI.”  

Alan Kita has experience in working 
for nonprofits and funding organiza-
tions. Alan was part of the committee 
to establish the Bridge: JCI Heritage 
Center and its programs, as well as, 
the first Day of Remembrance event 
at GVJCI.  Alan has returned to 
Southern California as a consultant 
for nonprofit groups after a stint at 
the helm of the Buddhist Churches of 

America in San Francisco, and also editor of the monthly publi-
cation, The Wheel of Dharma. Prior to that, Alan was working 
with the Trio Programs at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia as a director of budgets and compliance, served on the 
USC Staff Assembly as parliamentarian, chair of the environ-
ment and transportation committees, member of the Campus 
Emergency Response Team, and on the board of the USC Staff 
Club.  Alan also served as director of fund development at the 
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center, which led 
to a career as a program officer for the Japan Foundation and 
brief roles as a corporate and agency public relations practi-
tioner.  Alan is an alumnus of the USC Trojan Marching Band 
and continues to participate in Homecoming half time shows 
and a member of the Annenberg Alumni Association. Alan is 
a Governor Emeritus for the USC Alumni Association and a 
founding member of the San Francisco Bay Area Committee 
of the USC Asian Pacific Alumni Association.  Alan continues 
his involvement at the Gardena Buddhist Church as an advi-
sor and is a former chairman of the board. He is presently the 
chair of the Jodoshinshu Education and Culture Committee 
and chair of the Archives Committee. A former president of the 
Adult Buddhist Association, Alan also works with Hui Aikane, 
especially when they do music.

Gardena Valley JCI NEWS

Itadakimasu!

 

 
Please mark your calendar for GVJCI’s Itadakimasu Restaurant Fundraiser at 

 

Panda Express (on Western & Artesia) on Tuesday, February 23rd from 
10:00am—10:00pm.  

 
You can either “drive through” or dine in!  Please present the flyer so the 
GVJCI will receive credit.  The flyer can also be found on our website

 
Jci-gardena.org or in our front office.

 

 
THANK YOU for your ongoing support!

 

  

JOIN GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE
CULTURAL INSTITUTE

When

Tuesday, February 23, 2016
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

At This Panda Location

Artesia & Western Panda Express
1689 W Artesia Blvd.
Gardena, CA 90248
P:3105385377

Participating fundraiser guests are required to present a valid fundmaker flyer (hand copy or smartphone) with each order to receive credit for the fundraiser. Flyers may not
be distributed inside or within vicinity of restaurant including, without limitation to, the restaurant parking lot before ordering your fundraiser. Panda Restaurant Group
reserves the right to cancel any and all fundraiser events for any reason and/or withhold payment of associated donation funds if the Panda Restaurant Group Fundraiser
Guidelines are not followed.

GVJCI CAR
DONATION
PROGRAM

 

Thinking of donating your car to charity?  
Now, you can, and at the same time, sup-
port the GVJCI!  We have teamed up with 
Harold’s Car Donation Service (HCDS). 
 

Here’s the Easy Steps: 
1. Call or email us to arrange pickup at (310) 324-

6611 or cars@jci-gardena.org. 
2.  HCDS will arrange towing, always free to you.  

(Disabled Vehicles, Junk Cars, Scrap Cars and 
Wrecks also accepted) 

3.   HCDS handles all DMV paperwork at time of 
pickup including Release of Liability. 

4.   After car is sold, your acknowledgement and tax 
forms will arrive by mail. 

5.  You get rid of an unwanted car and the satisfac-
tion of helping others, and you receive an IRS-
approved tax deduction! 
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Thank you, Mei!
By Ray Shibata,     GVJCI Board of Directors

GVJCI has partnered once again with Kizuna’s Next Genera-
tion Leadership (NGL) program. The purpose of this program 
is to help build the skills and practical experience of partici-
pating on a board and to prepare the candidate for leadership 
at the highest level of an organization. Mei Kameda was our 
2015 Next Generation Leadership (NGL) Fellow at the GVJCI.  
As her mentor, my responsibility was to help her understand 
how our board meetings operate and the responsibilities of the 
GVJCI Board of Directors. At the same time, I had the privilege 
to learn more about Mei.
Mei works full time for Keiro Healthcare Service, as Program 
Coordinator, Healthy Living. At the same time, Mei was attend-
ing CSULB during the evenings seeking her Master’s degree in 
Social Work with an adult and aging concentration. With her 
busy schedule, it was difficult for her to attend all of our board 
meetings, but she made it a point to get together every month 
to go over the board meeting notes. Mei wanted to be involved 
and learn as much as she could by joining various GVJCI com-
mittees. Mei helped coordinate the GVJCI Annual Retreat, and 

she joined the Development Committee and the Real Estate 
Planning Committee. With the end of the her Kizuna NGL 
Program in December, Mei elected not to join the GVJCI Board 
due to her busy schedule with school and work, but is commit-
ted to staying on to work with some of the committees that she 
joined.  Thank you, Mei, for your great contributions!

Thank you for supporting  
our 2016 GVJCI Raffle!
The proceeds of the raffle go towards our Building Fund, which 
pays for capital improvements and repairs.  Each year, we ex-
perience an increase in the amounts of major repairs, replace-
ments, and expenses for our facilities that are over 40 years old.  
In 2015, we were able to replace the roofing on the GVJCI Nisei 
Veterans Memorial Hall and replace our security alarm system. 
In 2016, our goal is to raise $50,000 to recondition the wood 
floors in the JCI Hall, and replace our fire alarm system.  To 
date, we have raised $16,828 in raffle income!  There’s still time 
to make a donation or purchase raffle tickets until January 28, 
2016 at 5 pm.  

In addition to our Building Fund (raffle), many supporters 
made a tax deductible, monetary donation.  These donations 
will be used to help support our various cultural, educational, 
recreational, and social programs, classes, and services to the 
South Bay area. Our goal to continue to better serve the South 
Bay area is to raise an additional $30,000.  As of December 31, 
2015, we have raised $29,177!
None of this could be made possible without your support and 
generosity!  The GVJCI Board and Staff would like to extend 
their heartfelt thanks to everyone who continuously supports 
our cause and vision!  
Come join us on Friday, January 29, 2016 at 11:30am for the 
Raffle Drawing during our Senior Birthday Program.  If you 
would like to enjoy the fun entertainment and order a bento, 
please call us Monday-Friday 9am to 12pm by January 26.

Let’s Groove Tonight
In October, GVJCI held our first fundraising concert featuring 
the live band, Elemental Funk!  It was a full house with patrons 
either dancing the night away, munching on appetizers, having 
a few drinks, or just simply relaxing and enjoying the live music 
of the 80’s.  Many people who had attended mentioned it was 
reminiscent of the days when live bands were the “talk of the 
town.” 
A special “THANK YOU” to Elemental Funk for sharing your 
musical talents, to Gardena Bowl Coffee Shop, The Loft, and 
Cherrystones for donating the delicious appetizers, and to ev-
eryone that had attended and supported this FUNdraiser!  This 

event could not have been made possible without your gracious 
support.  We are hoping to do another concert in 2016!  We 
hope you can join us!

Tomo No Kai Corner
Happy New Year from GVJCI Tomo No Kai (TNK)!  2016 
Membership dues of $10 will be collected in either the TNK 
class in which you attend, or in the GVJCI Office. 

Thank yous
Great food, entertainment, and friendship abounded at the 
Tomo No Kai Christmas Party on December 5, 2015 with a 
festive gathering of over 300 people.  Thank you to our emcees 
Chika Nagata and Sachiko Uchizono, and to all of the talented 
TNK classes who performed---karaoke, line dance, Bolly-
wood dance, tai chi demonstration, hula, and ‘ukulele.  Special 
thanks to guest performer Nobuko Fujimoto for her beautiful 
piano solo.  Thank you to Tomo No Kai for the donation of the 
Christmas tree, Hosodo Brothers, Inc. for the Honey Norimaki 
treats, and GVJCI for the water donation!  Our sincere thank 
you to all of the volunteers who made this event a success!
In December, Tomo No Kai’s founding member, Dorothy 
Awakuni, retired from the TNK Executive Board after 37 
years of service.  Dorothy has provided steadfast leadership 

and countless hours of volunteer time and support to TNK’s 
classes, Advisory Board, and Executive Board, as well as, to 
GVJCI’s operations and staff.  “I rely heavily on Dorothy for 
her institutional knowledge and wisdom, as she’s experienced a 
long history with TNK 
and GVJCI, and she 
will continue to be our 
much valued advisor,” 
states Alison Kochi-
yama, GVJCI Executive 
Director.  Thank you, 
Dorothy, for your years 
of dedicated service and 
support!

Senior Program Fund
4th Quarter ’15: Senior Program Funds to GVJCI $8,000.  Total 
2015 Senior Program Funds to GVJCI for class fees, member-
ship dues, fundraising income, donations, Carnival presale 
coupons, Calendar ad: $47,362.

Established on May 31, 1979, the GVJCI Tomo No 
Kai or Senior Citizen Friendship Society was formed 
to promote and support programs at the GVJCI for 
the senior community, as well as, to provide recre-
ational and social activities, such as, the monthly 
senior birthday luncheon, and the annual Christmas 
parties.  Your membership dues, class participation 
fees, and donations support the senior programs and 
GVJCI facility operations.  Thank you very much for 
your participation and support!
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GVJCI Legacy 
Scholarship

one gift or pledge 
can have

the impact of a lifetime

 The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute is pleased to of-
fer an opportunity for individuals, families or organizations to establish 
a perpetual GVJCI LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP named in honor of the 
donor or as a memorial or living tribute.  The proceeds from each gift 
will contribute to an annual named scholarship awarded to a high school 
graduating senior who has demonstrated character, leadership, academic 
accomplishment, future aspirations, and active involvement in GVJCI or 
one of its member organizations.
 ”To establish a scholarship for Gary Hori, beloved brother, uncle, 
and friend, was a natural decision for his family.  He was a man who ac-
complished much, but never stopped trying to better himself and help 
others.  His words of encouragement helped and inspired numerous 
individuals.  In establishing a memorial scholarship, we knew his legacy 
of assisting others in their educational pursuits would continue…what 
better way to acknowledge and continue his life priorities, especially with JCI, an organization he believed 
in and was devoted to.”           - Arlene Kushida, Gary Hori Memorial Scholarship at the GVJCI

 Your gift or pledge* of $5,000 to $10,000 will establish an annual scholarship fund that will pro-
vide scholarship awards of $500 to $1,000.  A limited number of Legacy Scholarship opportunities exist.
For more information about making a GVJCI Legacy Scholarship gift or pledge, please contact Alison 
Kochiyama, Executive Director, at (310) 324-6611 or akochiyama@jci-gardena.org.
 *One-time gift or pledge payable over 3 years.

Gary Hori

 

Create a 
Legacy

“The Japanese American Community is so important to me, 
and Gardena Valley is the first place where I got introduced 
to it. The GV JCI has given me so much in the last two years 
and I am forever thankful for all the experiences and memo-
ries that I made there. Receiving a scholarships from the 
Institute is very humbling and I am truly honored.  I can’t 
wait for my time at Georgetown University to hopefully 
become even more involved with the Japanese American 
community. Thank you”.
 Risa Nakagawa, 2015 Gardena Valley JACL Schol-
arship Recipient, Palos Verdes Peninsula High School

GVJCI Seeking Gi�s
to Ensure Its Future
Nothing lasts forever...

on an ambitious campaign to ensure that the GVJCI capital as-

opportunities for individuals, organizations, or companies to 

pay for future capital repair and replacement costs.  Starting 
with individual classrooms in the JCI Building to the JCI Hall 

of 3 years as a pledge.

Alison Kochiyama, GVJCI Executive Director at akochiyama@
jci-gardena.org or 310-324-6611.

JCI Hall

Classroom

Gardena Nisei Memorial Post 1961
By Steve Moriyama, Commander
Aloha to all VFW Members, Women’s Club, Families, and 
Friends!  We hope you had a Joyous Christmas and are looking 
forward to a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  We Pulled It 
Off!  A very successful first---a combined Halloween Bash with 
VFW Post 3261 with over a hundred attendees, including mem-
bers from both VFW Posts, the Ladies Club members, and lots 
and lots of kiddies.  WOW!  Over a hundred fifty burgers, and 
over a hundred hot dogs along with salads, condiments, prizes, 
and lots of treat bags for the kiddies and young at heart.  Thank 
you to all who helped put the event together, and especially to 
all of you who attended to make this a successful first, for both 
VFW Posts.
Onto 2016 with the upcoming Nisei VFW Reunion, support to 
the North Torrance High School AJROTC Big Bear, and Me-
morial Day Services.  More to come as we get closer to  
these events.

Please note that we have been able to secure ABC News Per-
sonality David Ono for our guest speaker for the Nisei VFW 
Reunion.  Be sure to save the dates and make plans to attend.  
(May 15, May 16, May 17, 2016)  We are looking forward to a 
great reunion with our Northern Comrades in Arms.   
See you there?
I would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the Ladies of 
the VFW Women’s Club.  All of you have played such a crucial 
part in helping us continue on with the mission of our Post.  
Also, to the staff of the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Insti-
tute, thank you again and again for all your support  
and patience.
Contact information for Post 1961: 
Steve Moriyama, 1127 W 213th Street, Torrance, CA  90502, 
Tel:  310-533-8987, Email: moriyamaohana@sbcglobal.net

COMMUNITY NEWS



FEBRUARY
BASIC VIDEO EDITING FOR SENIORS
THURSDAYS, FEB 4 – 25, 1-3 PM
GVJCI Computer Lab
The GVJCI Lab will be offering a special video editing class for 
seniors. John Powers will return to teach this popular class.  You 
will learn to work with the equipment you currently have: video 
camera; still camera with video option; or even a cellphone.  You 
will learn to transfer your videos to your computer and use the 
tools that commonly come with it to edit your videos.  You will 
also hear about different ways to share your works with others. 
Class fees are $40 and $30 for Tomo No Kai members. Call or 
come to the GVJCI Office to register.

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOP
SAT, FEB 6, 2-3:30 PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
This free workshop will assist seniors and their adult children 
to begin a conversation on planning financially for the future.  
We all know the importance of getting your legal and financial 
documents in order, but do you know what will happen to your 
property and possessions after you are gone?  Little Tokyo Ser-
vice Center (LTSC) will lead a discussion on the topic of Estate 
Planning as a tool to eliminate uncertainties and to maximize 
the value of the estate.  The program will be presented in Eng-
lish with simultaneous interpretation in Japanese.  Please call 
the LTSC to pre-register at (213) 473-3035. 

MIXED PLATE JAMS
SAT, FEB 13, 6-8 PM 
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
Our former SSJAM is transforming to an evening of delicious 
mix of food and music in the Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall! We 
will have dinner available for sale, and LIVE music and enter-
tainment. $5 admission, $10 dinner (includes admission). To 
make a reservation or 
if you’d like to perform, 
email myamashiro@jci-
gardena.org. Reserve by 
February 2.

POWERFUL TOOLS 
FOR CAREGIVERS
TUESDAYS, FEB 16 – MAR 22, 7-8:30 PM
GVJCI Classroom #206
This free course presented by Keiro is designed to provide fam-
ily caregivers the tools to increase their self-care and their con-
fidence to handle difficult situations, emotions, and decisions.  
Some of the subjects that will be covered are:

	 •	 Reduction	of	personal	stress
	 •	 Effective	communications
	 •	 Caring	for	yourself
	 •	 Reducing	of	guilt,	anger	and	depression
	 •	 Relaxation	techniques
	 •	 Making	tough	decisions
There is limited space for this class, pre-registration is required.  
Please call Kanako Fukuyama at (213) 873- 5709, or email kfu-
kuyama@keiro.org to reserve your place.  

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE EVENT
SAT, FEB 27, 2-4 PM 
GVJCI Hall
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute would like to 
invite you to our annual Day of Remembrance (DOR) event 
to commemorate the signing of Executive Order 9066, which 
caused the mass removal and imprisonment of Japanese Ameri-
cans during World War II. This year’s theme is about the power 
of words and their impact on people. We will be hearing from 
Sansei Stories writers and a spoken word artist. Karen Ishizuka 
will be speaking about euphemisms and some experiences she 
faced while trying to correctly identify the Japanese American 
experience. Karen Ishizuka is an independent writer and docu-
mentary producer. She served the Japanese American National 
Museum for fifteen years as senior curator, senior producer, and 
director of its Media Arts Center. In addition to our speakers, 
we will also be featuring works of art by Rodger Shimomura. We 
hope you can join us on Feb. 27th to honor and remember the 
past generations. Free to the public, no registrations required. 
For more information, please email us at info@jci-gardena.org. 

MARCH
BON ODORI CLASS
TUESDAYS, MAR 1 – JUN 14, 2-3 PM
GVJCI Hall
Get in line and learn the steps to the dances for this summer’s 
Obon and Ondo dances.  Have a great time learning the dances 
and getting in a little exercise while you are at it!  Fees for the 
class are $3 per meeting, Tomo No Kai members are $2 per 
meeting.  No registration required.

GIRL’S DAY CELEBRATION - HINAMATSURI
SAT, MAR 5, 1-3 PM
GVJCI Classrooms
Celebrate Hinamatsuri and learn more about this spring tradi-
tion that celebrates the health and happiness for young girls!  
We will be doing crafts, and learning about the various dolls and 
traditions about this day. We will also be making special mochi 
to take home and enjoy! Cost of participation is only $5.00 and 
includes all materials! Register by 2/26 at https://gvjci.wufoo.
com/forms/gvjci-girls-day-celebration-2016/

FINANCIAL PLANNING SESSIONS
SAT, MAR 5, 2-4:30 PM
GVJCI Classrooms
This is a follow-up to the February 6th Estate Planning work-
shop.  The Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) along with 
professionals from the Financial Planning Association will offer 
one-on-one financial planning sessions.  The Individual Consul-
tation session may cover a wide range of personal finance topics 
such as budgeting, credit & debt, retirement, taxes, estate plan-
ning, small business, and more. There will be a limited number 
of 30-minute sessions, so please call the LTSC in advance to 
reserve an appointment time at (213) 473-3035.

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE FORUM
SUN, MAR 6, 1-4 PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
For decades, too many of us have relied on Western medicine 
and prescribed medications and not felt better.  The medical 
establishment long disdained centuries old Eastern medicine.  
Recently, minds have opened to the benefits of natural ways to 
treat health. You will hear personal experiences of successful 
treatment. This forum will include information about panelists’ 
involvement with UCLA’s work in integrating Eastern health 
methods with Western medicine.

Panelists include Cheryl Abe, MSW, LSCW, Clinical Social 
Worker, UCLA Oncology Center (Urban Zen Integrative 
Therapy); Michael Yanagita, D.C., L.Ac. in private chiropractic 
(also acupuncture & other modalities); Miyoshi Hirano, M.D., 
acupuncturist (many other therapies including herbal medi-
cine, energetic healing); Lori Tagawa, Community Outreach 
Coordinator, National Network of Libraries of Medicine, Pacific 
Southwest Region, UCLA Louise M. Darling Medical Library.  
Facilitator: Iku Kiriyama.  Moderator:  Elaine Takahashi.  Free 
to the public.  To register, email myamashiro@jci-gardena.org.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS WORKSHOP
FRI, MAR 11, 2-3:30 PM
GVJCI Classroom #206
Earthquakes, rains and floods will happen.  Are you prepared 
for the next disaster?  Join us at this workshop to find out how 
to plan, prepare and react during and after a disaster.  Space 
is limited, so please call the GVJCI office at (310) 324-6611 to 
reserve your spot.

FREEWAY CITY SCREENING
SAT, MAR 26, 2-5 PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
FREEWAY CITY, the story of Gardena, CA, is coming to GV 
JCI! The documentary was shot, 
edited and directed by Max 
Votolato, a native of London, 
England who was so seduced 
by the city of Gardena’s eclec-
tic past that he made a decade 
long commitment to bring it to 
the screen. The film features a 
rockin’, all original soundtrack 
performed by Gardena High 
School alum Brian O’Neal (“48 HRS.,” “Ghostbusters,” “Devil 
in a Blue Dress”) that recreates the many eras spanned in the 85 
years since Gardena was incorporated. Don’t miss GVJCI’s com-
munity members who are also featured in this film: Paul Bannai, 
Grant Nakaoka, Ron Ikejiri, Bruce Kaji, and Gary Kohatsu. The 
film runs 83 minutes, screening is free and open to the public! 
For more information email info@jci-gardena.org or call the 
GVJCI Office.

APRIL
LEI-MAKING WORKSHOP
SAT, APRIL 9, 2-4 PM
GVJCI Classroom #207-208
Kerilyn Sato will be teaching her first lei workshop at the Gar-
dena Valley JCI and will be teaching a couple different ribbon 
lei-making styles just in time for graduation!  Come learn how 
to make simple, yet beautiful ribbon lei.  This beginner/interme-
diate lei-making class will showcase classic styles.  Cost is $30 
including supplies.  Register by 3/30 at https://gvjci.wufoo.com/
forms/lei-making-workshop/

MANZANAR PILGRIMAGE GVJCI BUS
SAT, April 30, 6:30 AM - 8:30 PM
Join the 47th annual community-wide Manzanar Pilgrimage at 
the Manzanar Historic Site. Manzanar was the site of an Ameri-
can WWII concentration camp that was used to forcibly house 
Americans of Japanese descent from 1942-1945. The Pilgrimage 
Program features speakers and performances. It will be followed 
by an interfaith religious ceremony and community ondo. The 
GVJCI Itinerary, however, allows for participants (particularly 
first-time visitors and families) to visit the Manzanar Interpre-
tive Center (founded in 2004) as an option.
If you would like to reserve a seat on our bus, please email 
info@jci-gardena.org or call 310-324-6611. Space is limited! 
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GVJCI Legacy 
Scholarship

one gift or pledge 
can have

the impact of a lifetime

 The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute is pleased to of-
fer an opportunity for individuals, families or organizations to establish 
a perpetual GVJCI LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP named in honor of the 
donor or as a memorial or living tribute.  The proceeds from each gift 
will contribute to an annual named scholarship awarded to a high school 
graduating senior who has demonstrated character, leadership, academic 
accomplishment, future aspirations, and active involvement in GVJCI or 
one of its member organizations.
 ”To establish a scholarship for Gary Hori, beloved brother, uncle, 
and friend, was a natural decision for his family.  He was a man who ac-
complished much, but never stopped trying to better himself and help 
others.  His words of encouragement helped and inspired numerous 
individuals.  In establishing a memorial scholarship, we knew his legacy 
of assisting others in their educational pursuits would continue…what 
better way to acknowledge and continue his life priorities, especially with JCI, an organization he believed 
in and was devoted to.”           - Arlene Kushida, Gary Hori Memorial Scholarship at the GVJCI

 Your gift or pledge* of $5,000 to $10,000 will establish an annual scholarship fund that will pro-
vide scholarship awards of $500 to $1,000.  A limited number of Legacy Scholarship opportunities exist.
For more information about making a GVJCI Legacy Scholarship gift or pledge, please contact Alison 
Kochiyama, Executive Director, at (310) 324-6611 or akochiyama@jci-gardena.org.
 *One-time gift or pledge payable over 3 years.

Gary Hori

 

Create a 
Legacy

“The Japanese American Community is so important to me, 
and Gardena Valley is the first place where I got introduced 
to it. The GV JCI has given me so much in the last two years 
and I am forever thankful for all the experiences and memo-
ries that I made there. Receiving a scholarships from the 
Institute is very humbling and I am truly honored.  I can’t 
wait for my time at Georgetown University to hopefully 
become even more involved with the Japanese American 
community. Thank you”.
 Risa Nakagawa, 2015 Gardena Valley JACL Schol-
arship Recipient, Palos Verdes Peninsula High School

GVJCI Seeking Gi�s
to Ensure Its Future
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opportunities for individuals, organizations, or companies to 

pay for future capital repair and replacement costs.  Starting 
with individual classrooms in the JCI Building to the JCI Hall 

of 3 years as a pledge.

Alison Kochiyama, GVJCI Executive Director at akochiyama@
jci-gardena.org or 310-324-6611.

JCI Hall

Classroom

Gardena Nisei Memorial Post 1961
By Steve Moriyama, Commander
Aloha to all VFW Members, Women’s Club, Families, and 
Friends!  We hope you had a Joyous Christmas and are looking 
forward to a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  We Pulled It 
Off!  A very successful first---a combined Halloween Bash with 
VFW Post 3261 with over a hundred attendees, including mem-
bers from both VFW Posts, the Ladies Club members, and lots 
and lots of kiddies.  WOW!  Over a hundred fifty burgers, and 
over a hundred hot dogs along with salads, condiments, prizes, 
and lots of treat bags for the kiddies and young at heart.  Thank 
you to all who helped put the event together, and especially to 
all of you who attended to make this a successful first, for both 
VFW Posts.
Onto 2016 with the upcoming Nisei VFW Reunion, support to 
the North Torrance High School AJROTC Big Bear, and Me-
morial Day Services.  More to come as we get closer to  
these events.

Please note that we have been able to secure ABC News Per-
sonality David Ono for our guest speaker for the Nisei VFW 
Reunion.  Be sure to save the dates and make plans to attend.  
(May 15, May 16, May 17, 2016)  We are looking forward to a 
great reunion with our Northern Comrades in Arms.   
See you there?
I would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the Ladies of 
the VFW Women’s Club.  All of you have played such a crucial 
part in helping us continue on with the mission of our Post.  
Also, to the staff of the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Insti-
tute, thank you again and again for all your support  
and patience.
Contact information for Post 1961: 
Steve Moriyama, 1127 W 213th Street, Torrance, CA  90502, 
Tel:  310-533-8987, Email: moriyamaohana@sbcglobal.net

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Thank you, Mei!
By Ray Shibata,     GVJCI Board of Directors

GVJCI has partnered once again with Kizuna’s Next Genera-
tion Leadership (NGL) program. The purpose of this program 
is to help build the skills and practical experience of partici-
pating on a board and to prepare the candidate for leadership 
at the highest level of an organization. Mei Kameda was our 
2015 Next Generation Leadership (NGL) Fellow at the GVJCI.  
As her mentor, my responsibility was to help her understand 
how our board meetings operate and the responsibilities of the 
GVJCI Board of Directors. At the same time, I had the privilege 
to learn more about Mei.
Mei works full time for Keiro Healthcare Service, as Program 
Coordinator, Healthy Living. At the same time, Mei was attend-
ing CSULB during the evenings seeking her Master’s degree in 
Social Work with an adult and aging concentration. With her 
busy schedule, it was difficult for her to attend all of our board 
meetings, but she made it a point to get together every month 
to go over the board meeting notes. Mei wanted to be involved 
and learn as much as she could by joining various GVJCI com-
mittees. Mei helped coordinate the GVJCI Annual Retreat, and 

she joined the Development Committee and the Real Estate 
Planning Committee. With the end of the her Kizuna NGL 
Program in December, Mei elected not to join the GVJCI Board 
due to her busy schedule with school and work, but is commit-
ted to staying on to work with some of the committees that she 
joined.  Thank you, Mei, for your great contributions!

Thank you for supporting  
our 2016 GVJCI Raffle!
The proceeds of the raffle go towards our Building Fund, which 
pays for capital improvements and repairs.  Each year, we ex-
perience an increase in the amounts of major repairs, replace-
ments, and expenses for our facilities that are over 40 years old.  
In 2015, we were able to replace the roofing on the GVJCI Nisei 
Veterans Memorial Hall and replace our security alarm system. 
In 2016, our goal is to raise $50,000 to recondition the wood 
floors in the JCI Hall, and replace our fire alarm system.  To 
date, we have raised $16,828 in raffle income!  There’s still time 
to make a donation or purchase raffle tickets until January 28, 
2016 at 5 pm.  

In addition to our Building Fund (raffle), many supporters 
made a tax deductible, monetary donation.  These donations 
will be used to help support our various cultural, educational, 
recreational, and social programs, classes, and services to the 
South Bay area. Our goal to continue to better serve the South 
Bay area is to raise an additional $30,000.  As of December 31, 
2015, we have raised $29,177!
None of this could be made possible without your support and 
generosity!  The GVJCI Board and Staff would like to extend 
their heartfelt thanks to everyone who continuously supports 
our cause and vision!  
Come join us on Friday, January 29, 2016 at 11:30am for the 
Raffle Drawing during our Senior Birthday Program.  If you 
would like to enjoy the fun entertainment and order a bento, 
please call us Monday-Friday 9am to 12pm by January 26.

Let’s Groove Tonight
In October, GVJCI held our first fundraising concert featuring 
the live band, Elemental Funk!  It was a full house with patrons 
either dancing the night away, munching on appetizers, having 
a few drinks, or just simply relaxing and enjoying the live music 
of the 80’s.  Many people who had attended mentioned it was 
reminiscent of the days when live bands were the “talk of the 
town.” 
A special “THANK YOU” to Elemental Funk for sharing your 
musical talents, to Gardena Bowl Coffee Shop, The Loft, and 
Cherrystones for donating the delicious appetizers, and to ev-
eryone that had attended and supported this FUNdraiser!  This 

event could not have been made possible without your gracious 
support.  We are hoping to do another concert in 2016!  We 
hope you can join us!

Tomo No Kai Corner
Happy New Year from GVJCI Tomo No Kai (TNK)!  2016 
Membership dues of $10 will be collected in either the TNK 
class in which you attend, or in the GVJCI Office. 

Thank yous
Great food, entertainment, and friendship abounded at the 
Tomo No Kai Christmas Party on December 5, 2015 with a 
festive gathering of over 300 people.  Thank you to our emcees 
Chika Nagata and Sachiko Uchizono, and to all of the talented 
TNK classes who performed---karaoke, line dance, Bolly-
wood dance, tai chi demonstration, hula, and ‘ukulele.  Special 
thanks to guest performer Nobuko Fujimoto for her beautiful 
piano solo.  Thank you to Tomo No Kai for the donation of the 
Christmas tree, Hosodo Brothers, Inc. for the Honey Norimaki 
treats, and GVJCI for the water donation!  Our sincere thank 
you to all of the volunteers who made this event a success!
In December, Tomo No Kai’s founding member, Dorothy 
Awakuni, retired from the TNK Executive Board after 37 
years of service.  Dorothy has provided steadfast leadership 

and countless hours of volunteer time and support to TNK’s 
classes, Advisory Board, and Executive Board, as well as, to 
GVJCI’s operations and staff.  “I rely heavily on Dorothy for 
her institutional knowledge and wisdom, as she’s experienced a 
long history with TNK 
and GVJCI, and she 
will continue to be our 
much valued advisor,” 
states Alison Kochi-
yama, GVJCI Executive 
Director.  Thank you, 
Dorothy, for your years 
of dedicated service and 
support!

Senior Program Fund
4th Quarter ’15: Senior Program Funds to GVJCI $8,000.  Total 
2015 Senior Program Funds to GVJCI for class fees, member-
ship dues, fundraising income, donations, Carnival presale 
coupons, Calendar ad: $47,362.

Established on May 31, 1979, the GVJCI Tomo No 
Kai or Senior Citizen Friendship Society was formed 
to promote and support programs at the GVJCI for 
the senior community, as well as, to provide recre-
ational and social activities, such as, the monthly 
senior birthday luncheon, and the annual Christmas 
parties.  Your membership dues, class participation 
fees, and donations support the senior programs and 
GVJCI facility operations.  Thank you very much for 
your participation and support!
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Board of Directors Updates
With great sadness, we mourn the passing of Eiji Inouye on 
December 14, 2015.  Eiji Inouye served on our Board of Direc-
tors from 1970, helping with the early building fund drive,  
and continued dedicating his time to the GVJCI for 40 years.  
Eiji later became a GVJCI Board of 
Director Emeritus in 2014.  He also 
contributed 13 years compiling and 
writing “The Early History of the 
GVJCI: My Personal Recollections,” 
which serves as an instrumental doc-
umentation of the early development 
of GVJCI.  Eiji was also a longtime 
advisor of the Gardena Judo Club.  He 
will be dearly missed.

 GVJCI Board of Directors and Staff 
thank Jeff Murakami who served six 
years on our Board, and was deeply 
involved in the inner-workings of 
the GVJCI.  Not only had Jeff spent 
countless hours at GVJCI volunteer-
ing his time on setting up the Bridge 
library, chairing committees, imple-
menting many programs, and assist-

ing staff, he was instrumental in leading the Board through a 
two-year strategic planning process giving GVJCI direction 
and goals for the next decade.  Jeff also spearheaded our 100th 
Year Legacy Celebration in 2012, which brought greater aware-
ness to our long history and our significant roots connected to 
the three gakuen (Moneta, Gardena, and Compton).  In estab-
lishing our Development Committee, Jeff launched several do-
nor campaigns providing additional ways for GVJCI to create 
a sustainable future.  Jeff’s contributions have been immense.  
Although Jeff has ended his term as Board of Director in 2015, 
he will continue as a dedicated volunteer. Thank you, Jeff!

We welcome two new members to  
the Board of Directors in 2016.   

Gail Doi has spent most of her life in lo-
cal government and community service.  
Early in her career, she taught Asian 
American Studies at CSULB and worked 
in Asian-Pacific service organizations.  
As Grants Administrator and Special 
Projects Manager for the City of Gardena 
and Deputy City Manager for the City of 
Camarillo, she specialized in integrat-

ing public, private and nonprofit resources to meet community 
needs.  In 1975, Gail’s proposal for a 3-year Federal General 

Revenue Sharing grant to GVJCI was approved, providing 
funding for the first staffing, operations and programs in the 
newly re-built GVJCI facilities.  Gail most recently served as 
interim Director of Administration for the Japanese American 
Cultural & Community Center, and is also a nonprofit con-
sultant with the Executive Services Corps of So Cal.  Her past 
work or board service include the Japanese American National 
Museum, Harbor Gateway Center, RAIN Homeless Housing of 
Ventura County, Camarillo Health Care District, Asian Ameri-
can Drug Abuse Program, LB Pioneer Project and LB Japanese 
Language School.  Gail has an MPA from the USC School of 
Public Policy, where she continues to mentor graduate students, 
and a BA in English from UC Santa Barbara.
“Serving on the GVJCI Board is a way of coming full circle for 
me.  The roots of my family and professional life are here in 
Gardena and GVJCI is a huge part of our community collec-
tive.  I look forward to joining with friends and colleagues to 
support and sustain GVJCI.”  

Alan Kita has experience in working 
for nonprofits and funding organiza-
tions. Alan was part of the committee 
to establish the Bridge: JCI Heritage 
Center and its programs, as well as, 
the first Day of Remembrance event 
at GVJCI.  Alan has returned to 
Southern California as a consultant 
for nonprofit groups after a stint at 
the helm of the Buddhist Churches of 

America in San Francisco, and also editor of the monthly publi-
cation, The Wheel of Dharma. Prior to that, Alan was working 
with the Trio Programs at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia as a director of budgets and compliance, served on the 
USC Staff Assembly as parliamentarian, chair of the environ-
ment and transportation committees, member of the Campus 
Emergency Response Team, and on the board of the USC Staff 
Club.  Alan also served as director of fund development at the 
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center, which led 
to a career as a program officer for the Japan Foundation and 
brief roles as a corporate and agency public relations practi-
tioner.  Alan is an alumnus of the USC Trojan Marching Band 
and continues to participate in Homecoming half time shows 
and a member of the Annenberg Alumni Association. Alan is 
a Governor Emeritus for the USC Alumni Association and a 
founding member of the San Francisco Bay Area Committee 
of the USC Asian Pacific Alumni Association.  Alan continues 
his involvement at the Gardena Buddhist Church as an advi-
sor and is a former chairman of the board. He is presently the 
chair of the Jodoshinshu Education and Culture Committee 
and chair of the Archives Committee. A former president of the 
Adult Buddhist Association, Alan also works with Hui Aikane, 
especially when they do music.

Gardena Valley JCI NEWS

Itadakimasu!

 

 
Please mark your calendar for GVJCI’s Itadakimasu Restaurant Fundraiser at 

 

Panda Express (on Western & Artesia) on Tuesday, February 23rd from 
10:00am—10:00pm.  

 
You can either “drive through” or dine in!  Please present the flyer so the 
GVJCI will receive credit.  The flyer can also be found on our website

 
Jci-gardena.org or in our front office.

 

 
THANK YOU for your ongoing support!

 

  

JOIN GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE
CULTURAL INSTITUTE

When

Tuesday, February 23, 2016
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

At This Panda Location

Artesia & Western Panda Express
1689 W Artesia Blvd.
Gardena, CA 90248
P:3105385377

Participating fundraiser guests are required to present a valid fundmaker flyer (hand copy or smartphone) with each order to receive credit for the fundraiser. Flyers may not
be distributed inside or within vicinity of restaurant including, without limitation to, the restaurant parking lot before ordering your fundraiser. Panda Restaurant Group
reserves the right to cancel any and all fundraiser events for any reason and/or withhold payment of associated donation funds if the Panda Restaurant Group Fundraiser
Guidelines are not followed.

GVJCI CAR
DONATION
PROGRAM

 

Thinking of donating your car to charity?  
Now, you can, and at the same time, sup-
port the GVJCI!  We have teamed up with 
Harold’s Car Donation Service (HCDS). 
 

Here’s the Easy Steps: 
1. Call or email us to arrange pickup at (310) 324-

6611 or cars@jci-gardena.org. 
2.  HCDS will arrange towing, always free to you.  

(Disabled Vehicles, Junk Cars, Scrap Cars and 
Wrecks also accepted) 

3.   HCDS handles all DMV paperwork at time of 
pickup including Release of Liability. 

4.   After car is sold, your acknowledgement and tax 
forms will arrive by mail. 

5.  You get rid of an unwanted car and the satisfac-
tion of helping others, and you receive an IRS-
approved tax deduction! 



Tanigawa, Nancy
Taniguchi, Ned & Lois
Teruya, Edwin
Teshima, Dr. Kenneth
Togami, George & Laura
Tomoike, Yutaka & Bruce
Tsuchimori, James
Ujiiye, Kathleen
Umemoto, Hank
Uwahori, Sadae
Wada, Miyako
Wakinaka, Asa & Bernice
Western Auto Body
Winters, Jane
Yamachika,  
 Gregg & Yorichi, Jo
Yamamoto, Ned
Yamane, Dick & Judy
Yamane, Hideo & Keiko
Yamasaki, Robert DDS
Yamauchi, Dr Bryce
Yanagihara, Kazuko & Ichiro
Yano, Gary & Akemi
Yoshida, Mae & Clayton
Yoshimura, Midori N.

$10 - $99
Anonymous
@Home Kitchen
A1 Electric Automotive  
 Accessories
Aihara, Christine
Akashi, Kazuye
Ashimine, Dean & Joyce
Baba, Kohei 
Belli, Dianne & Joseph
Brown, Veronica
Chikurei Kai
Dahlberg, Jean
Dumancas, Sylvia
Eades, Linnea
Endo, Carole
Estrada, Luz
Eto, Gary
Farmer, Jane
Fukuchi, Susumu & Setsuko
Furutani, Norman & Ginny
Gardena Evening Optimist
Gima, Charles & Elaine
Hata, Joan & Gary
Hayakawa, George
High, Michiko
Hirata, Ruth
Hirokawa, Cathy
Imura, Betty
Inouye, Ruth
Inouye, Sumi
Ishigo, Susumu & Norma
Jo, Rosie
Kaida, Jim
Kamimura, Louise
Kato, Dan & Sharon
Kato, Yukio & Violet
Kazuko Ballet
Kusunoki, Alice
Lomeli’s Italian Restaurant
Louie, Eric & Janet
Murakami, John

Marumoto, Todd & Joni
Maruo, Robert & Susan
Maruya, Carl R., CPA
Masuzumi, Peggy & Paul
Matsumoto, Eiko
Matsumoto, Paul
Matsuoka, Ruby
Mayeda, Eileen
Mayeda, Melvin & Christine
Mikawa, Daniel
Momohara, Gail
Mori, Richard & Patricia
Motoyasu, Paul
Mukaihata, Chiharu
Murakami, June & Kameki
Nakagawa, Robert
Nakamatsu, Amy & Alfred
Nakamatsu, Maria
Nakamura, Paul & Kikuno
Nakamura, Paul & Mildred
Nakao, Masayuki
Nakatani, Dorothy
Nakazaki, Sally & Tony
Nishihira, Sam
Noda, Gene & Miho
Noel, Ella
Noguchi, Steve & Rachel
Nojima, Lyman
Oba, Rory & Debbie
Oka, Hidekazu & Sueko
Okabe, Thomas & Denise
Okazaki, Mitzi & Ken
Okubo, Keisuke
Omoto, Matsuko
Oshiro, Akiko
Oshiro, Helen
Ota, Odiene & Katsumi
Ozaki, Kazuko
Pon Rubin, Joanne
Raza, Zarinah
Saika, Peggy
Saito, Maxine
Sanchez, Martha
Shimazu, Bertha
Shizumura, Yoshiko
Storey, Gwendolyn
Sugimoto, Robert
Sujishi, Tomiiko
Tahata, William & Erma
Takechi, Kay
Tani, Miyuki
Taniguchi, Takako
Tengan, Diane
Tsui, Shanli
Uchima, Richard & Sarah
Ueda, Barbara
Uemura, Hannah
Ung-Doi, Christine
Usui, Frank & Susie
Waki, Tetsuo & Michiko
Warren, Kikumi & Bruce
Watanabe, Ann
Watanabe, Pat
Willoughby, Aileen Kitaoka
Wills, Patricia
Wong, Mae
Yamagata, Satoru
Yamanaka, Flora

Yokoyama, Elaine & Mickey

Building Fund Donors
$100 - $499
Kaneshiro, Isamu

Facility Operations 
Donors
$500 - $999
Yonsei Basketball

$100 - $499
Oba, Leanne
Wada, Miyako

Scholarship Fund  
Donors
$5,000+
Gardena Valley Gardeners 
Association

$1,000 - $5,000
Nogawa, Sam

Program Donors
$100 - $499
Sugimoto, Carole

$10 - $99
Akiyama, Miles & Mika
Ames, Richard
Chuman, Christine &  
     Shunsuke
Estrada, Luz
Hada, Larry & Susan
Hanashiro, Deanna & Robert
Horii, Bob & Mary
Kubota, H. Florence
Kuwahara, Teri
Nacpil, Edric John
Nakano, Helen & George
Nakaoka, Grant
Nakata, Gary & Cheryl
Okada, Donald & Marlene
Oyagi, Charlie & Carol
Sakai, Hiroshi & Kasumi
Sakita, Kei
Shibata, Ray & Sharon
Tsuge, Marilyn & Mike

Carnival Donors
$1,000 - $5,000
King’s Hawaiian Bakery &   
     Restaurant
Union Bank

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Gardena Valley Gardeners  
 Association
Terao, DDS, Ernest
Yamada, Dr. Jason

$100 - $499
Anonymous
Hazelton Auto Body Corp
Kawahara, Myrna
Nakaoka, Grant

$10 - $99
F.K. Nursery, Inc.
Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy

Tahata, William & Erma
Uemura, Hannah

Tributes
$1,000 - $5,000
In Memory of  
Alyce Ishimoto
    Ishimoto, Joyce

$100 - $999
In Memory of  
Margaret Chomori
    Uyekawa, Karen & David
In Memory of  
Dr. Nadine Ishitani Hata
    Hata, Donald
In Memory of  
Agnes Kamemoto
    Tokishi, Patsy & Willie
    Inouye, Eiji & Tomoko
In Memory of Rodney Kamiya
    Rachael Kamiya
In Memory of Takayuki “Jack” 
& Miako Kozaki
    Eakins, Anna
In Memory of Takayo Kurachi
    Kurachi, Sam
In Memory of Mrs. Sam  
Mui Kwan
    Huang, Thomas & Eleanor
In Memory of Mike Morishita
     Kawahara, Myrna
In Memory of Jim Nakamura
     Nakamura, Janet
In Memory of Red  
Muneo Uemura
     Uemura, Hannah
In Memory of Masaru  
“Tom” Yonemura
    Jono, Kathleen

$10 - $99
In Memory of Ayako Fujimoto
     Ajioka, George & Masako
     Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of  
Toshiko Fujizawa
     Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of  
Eugene “Bu” Fukute
    Fujikawa, Kim
In Memory of Misuomi Hama
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Yoshiko Ishida
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Hisaye Kaneko
    Hirokawa, Cathy
In Memory of  
Agnes Kanemoto
    Hayakawa, Franklin & Amy
In Memory of Rose Kobata
    Ajioka, George & Masako
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of  
Victoria Nakamatsu
    Nakamatsu, Maria
In Memory of Lillian Nakano
    Awakuni, Dorothy Teruko
    Tomo No Kai

In Memory of Hatsue Nikaido
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Frank Tofukuji
    Hayashi, Yoshiko
In Memory of Yikiko Yuge
    Hayashi, Yoshiko

Car Donors
Nakaoka, Grant and Traci

In-Kind Donation of  
Items or Services
@Home Kitchen
Aoki-Hyatt, Carolyn
Awakuni, Dorothy and Ken
Cherrystones
Dovard, Ross
Ezaki Glico USA Corporation
Fukunaga, Toshi
Gardena Bowl Coffee Shop
Hayashi, Yoshiko
Ikegami, Mikiyo
Kaneda, Joyce
Kaya, Richard
Keyline Lithography Inc
Kohama, Jean
Meiji America Inc.
Mikawa, Florence
Miyabe, Sue
Miyako Hybrid Hotel
Muneno, Nancy
Murakami, John
Nakasuji, Rose
Nishio, Yvonne
Oyagi, Charlie
Phillips, Ginger
Sagawa, Nancy
Sakamoto, Roger & May
The Loft
Uwahori, Sadae
Watanabe, Gail
Weber, Terry
Whole Foods Market,  
 Torrance
Yamada, Ronald
Yokota, Sus
Yoshioka, Sandy

MAPFRE/Commerce West Insurance Company, formerly Western Pioneer, was formed in 1948 with the help of many 
Nisei insurance agents to provide Japanese Americans affordable automobile insurance.   MAPFRE/Commerce West 
Insurance Company continues the “Western Pioneer Group Program” today, in which members of Japanese American 
non-profit organizations can purchase automobile insurance at discounted rates.  In addition, annual donations are 
given to non-profit organizations that have the most members joining this plan.   This special discount program benefits 
the drivers and the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI).  Please ask your agent about this program.  Be-
low is a partial list of participating agencies.

MAPFRE/Commerce West Insurance

COSTA MESA
Miyazaki Ins. Svcs.
(714) 979-8700

CULVER CITY
Trust Insurance
(310) 839-3127

GARDENA
AHTKY Insurance
(310) 516-0110

Nakamura Agency
(310) 327-0717

HUNTINGTON BEACH
Mizuno Insurance
(714) 964-7227

LA PALMA
The J. Morey Ins. Co.
(714) 562-5910

LONG BEACH
Nori Marumoto Inc.
(562) 595-4403

LOS ANGELES
Buna Insurance
(213) 626-1547

Kagawa Ins.
(213) 628-1800

Tatsuno Insurance
(213) 626-1954

MONTEBELLO
Ogino-Aizumi, Inc.
(323) 728-7488

MONTEREY PARK
Quality Ins. Service
(323) 727-7755

PASADENA
FIA Ins. Svcs., Inc.
(626) 795-7059

SANTA MONICA
Autoline
(800) 770-7978

TORRANCE
Kamiya Ins. Agency
(310) 781-2066

Isu Tsuneishi Ins.
(310) 533-8877

WHAT’S
IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US.

©2015 MUFG Union Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Union Bank is a registered trademark and brand name of MUFG Union Bank, N.A.

Gardena
310-354-4700

Irvine
949-250-0580

Little Tokyo
213-972-5500

Los Angeles Main
213-236-7700

Montebello
323-726-0081

Orange County Airport
949-225-4320

Palos Verdes Center
310-541-2571

South Gardena
310-532-5522

Torrance
310-373-8411

West Los Angeles
310-391-0678

Union Bank® understands the importance of community. We
are deeply grateful for the personal and professional ties we
have developed throughout the years. And with our proven
history of solid financial performance, we will continue to
put our strength to work for you. Together with you, we look
forward to building a successful future for generations to come.

Union Bank is proud to support the Gardena Valley
Japanese Cultural Institute.

unionbank.com



GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE CULTURAL INSTITUTE
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center providing various classes, programs, services, and 
facilities to the South Bay area.  We also provide affordable housing through the JCI Gardens Apartments, the adjacent senior housing property.

 The GVJCI’s roots date back to 1912, when it was known as the Moneta Gakuen, a Japanese language school.  In 1967, it was formally incorporated 
as the Gardena Valley Japanese Language School.  Then, in 1968, the corporation changed its name to the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute 
to incorporate the broader services and functions the organization offers.  In 1971, Compton Gakuen, Gardena Gakuen, and Moneta Gakuen merged, 
opening its doors officially as the GVJCI’s Japanese Language School.  The GVJCI has a very proud history spanning over 100 years.

Today, we continue to provide a variety of activities, programs, and services.  We are truly fortunate to have an active and well-utilized center serving 
people of all ages.  We thank you, the community, for your active participation and for your support through donations and volunteerism that enables 
the GVJCI to continue.

Mission Statement:  
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute serves the needs of the Japanese American community of the South Bay area through educational, cul-
tural and social programs by:

•	 Providing programs and activities, sensitive and relevant, to the needs of our senior citizens and youth;
•	 Offering use of facilities and support to community organizations which foster the best interests and welfare of the community
•	 Striving to create an environment for better inter-generational understanding, for perpetuating the ethnic heritage of Americans of Japanese  
 ancestry, and for promoting cultural pride and respect for all humanity. 

1964 West 162nd Street
Gardena, CA  90247
Phone: 310-324-6611
Fax: 310-324-3223
Email:  info@jci-gardena.org
Website:  jci-gardena.org
Like & Connect:
www.facebook.com/GVJCI
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Board of Directors
Charlie Oyagi, President
Bob Horii, Vice President
Marilyn Tsuge, Secretary
Miles Akiyama, Treasurer
Richard Ames
Steven Awakuni
Gail Doi
Larry Hada
Alan Kita
Teri Kuwahara
Helen Nakano
Grant Nakaoka
Cheryl Nakata
Ray Shibata

Staff
Administration & Programs
Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director
Dale Inafuku, Office Manager/Programs &  
 Technology Specialist
Michelle Yamashiro, Program Manager
Sharon Sawai, Events & Fundraising Coordinator

Facilities
Debbie Oba, Facility Operations Manager
Brian Hoshiko, Maintenance Custodian
Bob Seki, Maintenance Custodian
Gerald Mayewaki, Facility Assistant
Eddie Motonaga, Facility Assistant

Japanese Language School
Larry Hada, Principal
Atsuko Vorreiter, Vice Principal & Teacher
Satoru Kawakita, Teacher
Yukikazu Nagashima, Teacher
Aimi Nakajima, Teacher
Naoko Okamoto, Teacher
Eriko Yamamoto, Adult Class &  
 Conversation Class Teacher
Tomiko Akamine, Clerical

GVJCI Quarterly 
Newsletter 
Alvin Takamori,  
Layout & Design

Emeritus 
Board of 
Directors
George Ajioka
Dan Ashimine
Helen Kawagoe
Paul Koshi
Glenn Tachibana 
Terry Terauchi

Winter 2016Gardena Valley

General Fund Donors 
$1,000 - $5,000
Anonymous
Cambra, May
Hamada, Paul & Kathy
Hoops For Friends
Horii, Bob & Mary
Kalama Hawaii
Kushida, Arlene
Masai, Kiyoye
Murakami, Jeff & Christine
Oyama, Saeko
Terao, Dr. Ernest & Ellen

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Cannon, Jodi
Family of Roy & Eleanor Higa
Kawano, Mildred
Kita, Yoshiko
Komatsu, Elaine & Gene
Ozaki, Joe & Aiko Mary
Taira, Curtis & Naomi

$100 - $499
Anonymous
24 HR Homecare LLC
Agee, Shoko & Keith
Aiso, Chiyo
Ajioka, George & Masako
Akune, Kenjiro & Alice
Arakawa, Takeko

Asato, John & Michiko
Awakuni, Dorothy Teruko
Benson, Charles & Laura
Blakely, Louis
Boy Scout Troop #683
Doi, Ben
Doi, Gail
Elder Law of California
Fujii, Ralph
Fujii, Yoshie
Fujita, Jeanne & Gary
Fujita, Mitsuo & Marianne
Fukui Mortuary
Fukunaga, Karl
Fukuwa, Dianne
Gekko, Richard & Terri-Lynn
Hara, Chizuko
Harada, Elaine
Hasama, Icy & Janey
Hashiro, Kenneth & Mae
Hayamizu, Sumiko
Hayashi, Yoshiko
Herbrick, Raymond & Sybil
Higa, Kay
Hori, Bryan & Kathy
Horii, Brian & Thea
Iba, Beverly
Igawa, Eleanor
Iinuma, Setsue & Takashi
Iizuka, Masami
Irie, Eunice
Ishimoto, Joyce

Ito, George
Iura, Shigeko
Iwamoto,  
 Carolyn & Raymond
Kanemoto, Stella
Kaplan, Dolly
Kawai, Hiro & Kayo
Kawamoto, Akiyo
Kawamoto, David & Carol
Kido, Robert & Hisako
Kikuchi, Yaeko
Kimura, Richard & Alice
Kiyokane, Phillip & Barbara
Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy
Koga, Yvonne
Kohama, Jean
Kubo, Edward & Itsuko
Kuwahara, Teri
Maeda, Tom
Mahoney, Ikuko
Maruyama, Phyllis
Masumoto, Marie & Ernie
Matsumoto, Sachi
Matsushima, Teresa
Matsushita, James & Patsy
Mayeda, Florence
Mayeda, Mark
McKeller, Matsuko
Mikami, Rose
Mikami, Shirley
Minami, George & Seiko
Mitani, Dave

Miura, Richard
Miyamoto, Sheri
Miyashiro, Linda
Mochidome, Sadao & Ruby
Mochizuki, Gilbert
Moriguchi, Gertrude
Muranaka, Aiko & Aki
Nagao, Wayne
Nagata, Chika & Harriet
Nakakura, Kenneth & Doris
Nakamura, Alvin & Reiko
Nakanishi, Koichi
Nakano, Helen & George
Nakaoki, Emma
Nakasuji, Rose
Nakata, Bob & Taeko
Nakatsu, Wayne & Karen
Narimatsu, Charles
Nishimura, Bill
Nogawa, Sam
Nomura, Jon & Kathy
Oda & Chang,  
 Warren & Juliet
Ogawa, Masao & Amy
Ohara, Nancy
Ohara, Ross
Okada, Megumi & Trejo,  
 Lauro
Okazaki, Robert
Okazaki, Shirley
Oki, Michi 
Oshiro, Betty

Oshiro, Fred
Oshiro, Helen
Otani, Keiko
Oyagi, Charlie & Carol
Oyama, Sam & Itsuyo
Ozaki, Bernice
Ross, Misao & Dovard
Russ, Edmond
Sadao Munemori Post
Sagawa, Nancy & Norman
Sahara, Kanji
Sakamoto, Eileen & Roy
Sakamoto, May & Roger
Sasahara, Yoshiko
Sasaki, Chuck & Nancy
Sayegusa, Fumie
Shibata, Hiroshi
Shibata, Ray & Sharon
Shigemura, Fumiko
Shimabuku, Hazel 
Shimizu, Akira
Shimokochi,  
 Kenneth & Edith
Shinjo, David
Shiroma, Isamu
Sunahara, Marilyn
Taga, Chris
Taira, Esther
Takao, George
Tamae, Hide
Tamura, Mary
Tanaka, Nancy
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2016 — YEAR OF THE MONKEY!
On behalf of our GVJCI Board of Directors and Staff, I wish you all the best for the 
new year, and thank each and every one of you for the support you gave us in 2015.  
GVJCI is alive and well, and continues to grow because of your participation in our 
programs & services, your volunteerism, and your generous monetary and non-
monetary donations.  GVJCI continues to be a gathering place where people of all 
ages and backgrounds come together, learn, cultivate, and celebrate the rich Japanese 
American cultural heritage that exists today!  We are truly fortunate for all of you 
who come through our doors day and night, seven days a week, giving our center its 
continued life and relevancy.  Looking forward to more to come in 2016!

With kansha,
Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director

Our deepest gratitude to the following 2015 monetary and non-monetary donors for 
donations received by December 31, 2015.  We apologize if we inadvertently left any-
one off this list.  Please let us know by contacting the GVJCI Office.  
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