
GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE CULTURAL INSTITUTE
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center providing various classes, programs, services, and  
facilities to the South Bay area.  We also provide affordable housing through the JCI Gardens Apartments, the adjacent senior housing property.

 The GVJCI’s roots date back to 1912, when it was known as the Moneta Gakuen, a Japanese language school.  In 1967, it was formally incorporated as the 
Gardena Valley Japanese Language School.  Then, in 1968, the corporation changed its name to the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute to  
incorporate the broader services and functions the organization offers.  In 1971, Compton Gakuen, Gardena Gakuen, and Moneta Gakuen merged, opening 
its doors officially as the GVJCI’s Japanese Language School.  The GVJCI has a very proud history spanning over 100 years.

Today, we continue to provide a variety of activities, programs, and services.  We are truly fortunate to have an active and well-utilized center serving 
people of all ages.  We thank you, the community, for your active participation and for your support through donations and volunteerism that enables the 
GVJCI to continue.

MISSION STATEMENT
A space to engage, share, and embrace the Nikkei experience and culture.

VISION STATEMENT
The GVJCI envisions a vibrant network and a welcoming space for all persons interested in Japanese heritage and culture where  
history and tradition are honored, people are inspired to create action and change, and cultural pride and respect for all humanity 
are promoted.

1964 West 162nd Street
Gardena, CA  90247
Phone: 310-324-6611
Fax: 310-324-3223
Email:  info@jci-gardena.org
Website:  jci-gardena.org
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www.facebook.com/GVJCI
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It’s that time again to kick off the summer with our annual GVJCI Matsuri Fundraiser. We are celebrating over 60 years! 
The GVJCI Matsuri Fundraiser is a South Bay tradition that is enjoyed by many generations of South Bay residents. As 

the GVJCI’s largest annual fundraiser, we invite you, your family and friends, to enjoy this 
fun weekend supporting the GVJCI. Everyone is welcome! We thank all of our volunteers, 
member organizations, board members, staff and attendees for the GVJCI Matsuri  
Fundraiser’s continued success!  Here’s what we have in store this year:

Ondo Dancing - Saturday, June 29th at 5:00pm. Start off the Ondo dancing season with 
the GVJCI! We are excited to offer this fun, cultural experience once again. Please join us 
at this popular GVJCI Matsuri event!

Food & Game Booths - Community organizations and classes that are housed at the  
GVJCI lend their volunteer support to run all of our booths. Whether it’s fun games 
such as Pachinko, or our ever popular Pitch ‘Til U Win, or cooking/selling tasty food like 
chicken teriyaki, imagawayaki, spam musubi, teri burger, tamales, lau lau, Okinawa andagi, 
chicken bao sliders, chirashi & inari and yakisoba and more! Our community volunteers 
are the BEST---they help run all of the booths and are the heart of our Matsuri!

Performances - Get here early, get some food, grab a seat and be ready to be entertained 
by the many talented people here at the GVJCI! We showcase many classes and  
programs that are held at our facility such as taiko, hula, ukulele, and line dancing, as well as, guest performances. Come 
see what these performers learn throughout the year, and maybe you’ll be encouraged to join them at their weekly 
classes and perform next year!

Martial Arts Demonstrations - Ever wonder what these various martial art disciplines entail? Now is the time to find out!  
GVJCI’s martial arts classes will be featured each day: Shotokan Karate, Naginata, Gardena Judo Club, Garden Kendo, 
Shorinji Kempo, Kyudo Renmei and Gardena JCI Kendo. This is the perfect time to catch a glimpse and see if one of these 
is for you and/or your family!

Celebrate the Summer with the 2019 GVJCI Matsuri Fundraiser!



•

• 

FUNDRAISER

PLEASE TEAR OFF PAGE AND BRING ON DAY-OF FUNDRAISER! 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Continued from front page 

Outdoor Nursery - One of our most popular booths year 
after year, supporting nurseries and gracious  
community plant enthusiasts donate beautiful plants 
from their businesses and backyards for our Matsuri. We 
also have expert nurserymen who volunteer their time at 
the booth to answer all of your most intricate questions 
on how to grow and maintain your new plants!

Holding Station - Are your hands full of food items, white  
elephant treasures, and crafts...and you REALLY want 
to purchase a house plant? Well, worry no more.  Take 
all of your belongings to our holding station and let the 
Boy Scout Troop 683 keep a watchful eye on your items. 
Now you are able to roam our Matsuri “hands free”. Then 
drive your car by the loading zone and pick up all of your 
goodles!

Bingo - Try your luck at Bingo! Games begin at 4pm on  
Saturday & Sunday with chances to win cash & prizes!

Beer Garden - Both days from noon to closing, take a 
break and come on over to our Beer Garden! Grab a beer, 
relax, and catch up with friends by our JCI Garden’s Koi 
Pond.

The Bridge: GVJCI Heritage Center - Come upstairs and 
see what we have to share with you! Visit our Japanese 
cultural heritage library and our educational Tokonoma 
Display. Or learn about disaster preparedness & basic 
first aid from Tri-City CERT. Once again, they will have 
FREE giveaways too!  Want to inquire about our  
Japanese Language School? Come pay a visit and receive 
all of the information you need to enroll in the upcoming 
fall session.

Prize Drawings - Don’t forget to purchase raffle tickets 
and turn in your raffle stubs! Drawings are held hourly on  
Saturday & Sunday. Prizes are donated by various  
businesses and individuals throughout the community.  
Winners need not be present to win. Mega Matsuri 
Raffle: New this year! Enter for a chance to win prizes of 
unspeakable value! Purchase special tickets for the Mega 
Matsuri Raffle at the Matsuri throughout the weekend, 
drawings for this special raffle will be held on Sunday 
near closing.

Presale-GVJCI Matsuri Fundraiser Coupon Books - 
Come by and purchase your tickets!  Tickets are currently 
being sold by GVJCI programs and supporting  
organizations. You may also visit the GVJCI office to  
purchase coupon books at $10 per book prior to the 
Matsuri. The ten $1.00 coupons can be used as scrip at 
all Matsuri booths, as well as for the bonus hourly raffle 
drawings.

Thank you again for your support!

HISTORICAL GVJCI MATSURI PHOTOS WANTED! 
Do you have photographs from previous Carnivals or Matsuri? 
If you have photos from 10, 20 and even 50 years ago, please 
email them to info@jci-gardena.org or bring them in to be 
scanned! We’d love to incorporate them into this year’s  
Matsuri! Thank you!

RAFFLE DONATIONS NEEDED!
The GVJCI is looking for a variety of prize donations from  
individuals and businesses for the GVJCI Matsuri Hourly Raffle 
(ie Gift cards, gift baskets & products from your business to 
name a few) and our new Mega Matsuri Raffle (Larger ticket 
items, new & in original packaging please). Prize donors will be 
identified at the time of prize drawings, in our Matsuri  
program, and newsletter. If preferred, you may remain  
anonymous. Please contact the GVJCI Office if you’d like to 
donate prizes for these drawings. Thank you for your  
consideration!

WHITE ELEPHANT & CRAFT BOOTH 
DONATIONS NEEDED!

Also needed are new UNUSED items for the White Elephant 
booth and handicraft items for our Craft Booth.  We will begin 
to take these donations in May.  Please bring all items by Friday, 
June 7th to the GVJCI Office.  Thank you!

MATSURI SETUP/TEARDOWN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are seeking volunteers to help with the Matsuri setup and 
teardown.  This is manual labor that requires climbing ladders, 
installing signage/banners etc.  If you are available for any or all 
of the following dates, please contact the GVJCI Office at info@
jci-gardena.org or 310-324-6611. Wed June 26, Thurs June 27, 
Fri June 28, Sun Jun 30, Mon Jul 1.  Thank you!

ALSO...



Please welcome Pam Momoko Yan to our staff as Program Coordinator for Senior and Bilingual  
Programs. Pam comes to us as a resident of Gardena and a participant of GVJCI classes and programs. 
When she’s not at the GVJCI, she’s writing short stories, going for long walks with her dog or eating her 
husband’s delicious meals. Coming from a background in music and the arts, Pam hopes to be able to 
contribute to the wonderful Programs at the GVJCI moving forward.

GVJCI expresses much appreciation to Yuko Howes, former Staff Associate, who was instrumental in 
starting our bilingual senior activity, Tomo Café.  Yuko left the staff in January, however she plans to  
continue as a volunteer and hopefully take some GVJCI classes again.

The GVJCI will be awarding scholarships to 2019 South Bay high school seniors and GVJCI Japanese Language School graduates 
(may live outside of the South Bay area). Applicants must have been directly involved with the GVJCI or its member organizations 

that hold regular activity at the GVJCI. Emphasis is placed upon GVJCI and other 
community involvement, volunteerism and future goals. High school students must 
have a minimum of a 2.5 GPA and have post-secondary educational plans.  
 
Applications are available on our website: jci-gardena.org. Submission deadline is 
May 13, 2019, and award presentations will be made on June 29, 2019 at the GVJCI 
Matsuri Fundraiser.

Scholarships available: Gary Hori Memorial Scholarship, Gardena Valley JACL  
Scholarship, and the Gardena Valley Gardeners Association Legacy Scholarship, and 
other GVJCI scholarships. 

Community News
ADVENTURERS CLUB NEWS

Tim Toyama

Upcoming Events:

“Farm-To-Table Cookout Tour” at 
Tanaka Farms 

The Farm-To-Table Cookout Tour is a 
unique Tanaka Farms experience. You’ll 
take a guided walking tour around the 
farm where you’ll be able to pick your 
own seasonal veggies in the field. After 
harvesting your veggies, you’ll go to 
the cook-out area where your lunch 
will consist of delicious, grilled seasonal 
vegetables, farm fresh salad, seasonal 
fruit and bottled water. This tour lasts 2 
to 3 hours.

Cost:  Adults (13 & up) $30 each (Veggie 
Meal); or $34 each (Chicken & Veggie 
Meal)

Children (4-12 years) $18 each (Veggie 

Meal); or $20 each (Chicken & Veggie 
Meal)

Children (3 years & under) No Charge

Date: May 25th, Saturday, from 10am to 
1pm.

Where: Tanaka Farms 

5380 3/4 University Drive  
Irvine, CA 92612

Deadline to sign up is May 10th.

“Mamma Mia” at East West Players

East West Players is presenting the 
smash musical, “Mamma Mia”. Join our 
group on June 8th, Saturday for the 2pm 
matinee.

The group discount price is $49 per 
ticket  (the regular price is $65!)

Deadline to join is May 22nd.

Hokkaido Tours

The two Hokkaido Tours are sold out! 
However, there is a waiting list for both 
tours.

The first tour leaves on October 9th and 
ends on October 19th. The second tour 
will take place in February 2020. The 
budget for both tours is $3,000 each 
(land costs only, not including airfare).

Next tour: Okinawa, fall 2020!

To sign up for any of the Adventurers 
Club events or for more information, 
please contact Tim Toyama at  
timtoyama@gmail.com or call 310-848-
9890.

page 10

The Trusted Choice for In-Home Care

Home Care Assistance is proud to have partnered 
with Millennia Personal Care Services to bring 
customized home care to the Japanese Community.

Our exclusive approach to wellness for older adults, the 
Balanced Care Method™, is based on the scientifically 
studied lifestyles of the long-living elders of Okinawa, 
Japan. This approach is focused on nutrition, physical 
activity, social engagement and purpose and aims to 
enhance your loved one’s overall health and quality of life. 

888-285-4913 I HomeCareAssistance.com/Millennia

Call us today! 日本語でどうぞ！ ケアギバー募集! 未経験者歓迎！ 
各医療保険、 年金など福利厚生が充実

The Japanese Community’s Premier Provider 
of In-Home Senior Care

STAFF UPDATES 

2019 FRIENDS OF THE GVJCI CAMPAIGN
My name is Ray Shibata and I’m the new president of the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) Board of Directors. As the 
president, I asked myself, “What’s the most important responsibility I have.” After searching through my thoughts, I came to the  
conclusion, “Upholding the Mission and Vision of the GVJCI.” 

As the Mission states, the GVJCI is a place to engage, share and embrace the Nikkei experience and culture. However, this place does 
not exist without people who are the staff, the board, the member organizations and the many volunteers and friends who make it a 
successful, thriving Japanese cultural community center.  

I grew up in the San Gabriel Valley when there were only a very few Japanese American families. But the few that were there, organized 
a community center where the families had a place to socialize and meet. My father was one of the community leaders and I grew up 
knowing the importance of what the community center meant to all of the families. Like our GVJCI mission statement, it was a place to 
engage, share and embrace. When I moved to the South Bay and discovered the GVJCI, it brought back the fond memories when I was 
growing up and I wanted to be part of it. 

The staff runs the “place” and the volunteers contribute their own free time to make the GVJCI a place where the community can truly 
embrace the Nikkei experience. In 2016 we established the Friends of the GVJCI Campaign to reach out to our supporters and the 
community for their monetary support as Friends of the GVJCI. We know that many people are busy with family and work and can only 
support us with a monetary pledge. We sincerely want to thank those who have pledged their generous donations this year and invite 
others to support the GVJCI and our community by joining the Friends of GVJCI Campaign.  

Your annual contribution will support the continued growth of the GVJCI and its programs, serving the increasingly diverse and  
dynamic Nikkei communities in the South Bay. From public programs celebrating Japanese American heritage to youth programs to 
continuing to serve our seniors, your pledge will help ensure the continued success of the GVJCI. To donate, please visit our website at 
https://www.jci-gardena.org/friends.html to make an on-line contribution via PayPal or send your donation directly to our office via the 
enclosed Friends of the GVJCI pledge envelope. Thank you for your consideration!

MAY DEADLINE FOR 2019 GVJCI SCHOLARSHIPS

Gardena Valley JCI News
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GVJCI MATSURI MEMORIES

GVJCI  2020  CALENDAR  FUNDRAISER  

Please help us by placing an ad in our 2020 GVJCI Calendar! 
Your ad will promote your company/business and support the Gardena Valley JCI! 

 
You can even place a Well Wisher ad to celebrate a birthday, graduation, milestone event 

or any special occasion! 
 

The GVJCI Calendar is enjoyed by over 1,600 community members! Don’t delay and 
reserve your ad space today! 

 
For more information, please contact Cathy Lee 

At clee@jci-gardena.org 
310-324-6611 

 

GVJCI 5th Annual

Kansha Craft Show

 

1964 W 162nd St. 

Gardena, CA 90247 

(310) 324-6611 

info@jci-gardena.org 

jci-gardena.org 

 

Stay tuned for the date 
announcement! 

 
Looking for new craft 

vendors to join us for this fun, 
community oriented craft 

show fundraiser! 
 

For more information, please 
contact Cathy Lee 

At clee@jci-gardena.org 
310-324-6611 
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My recollection of the JCI Carnival (now, the GVJCI Matsuri 
Fundraiser) as a youth was tagging along with my father after 
he finished his gardening route for the day and helping to setup 
the corn booth, which was run by the Gardener’s Federation. 
Though late in the evening at times they would always assist 
others who needed help. On the morning of the carnival, one of 
the gardeners would journey to the produce market in Los  
Angeles before sunrise to try and select the sweetest corn  
available. On the day of the carnival, they were proud to  
offer the public the best product they could, but would always 
reflect and discuss how they could make it better. At that point 
I was allowed to enjoy and spend what I had saved all year at 
the carnival. I would enjoy the corn, watch samurai movies or 
Japanese musicals in the pink building, eat udon, play the dime 
pitch, and play bingo. I looked forward to eating the chicken 
udon, which was made by the original Gardena Kendo prior to 
the split. The dashi was made entirely from scratch, extremely  
flavorful, and it was served in real bowls. When I played bingo 
and the dime pitch, it was with the anticipation of proudly  
being able to present my parents with a small appliance,  
donated by Koby’s Appliances, or a set of mismatched plates 
and cups. Looking back, they probably wished that someone 
else had won these prizes or that I purchased more food,  
however, they always smiled and thanked me. 

The one thing that my parents would explain to me and my 
sister was the reason they felt the need to participate in the 
carnival. They felt that if we understood the reason, we would 
participate with the proper attitude and feeling. Our family 
tradition was to always labor together and enjoy the fruits of 
our labor together. My grandmother would use the term “giri” 
which translated means dutiful obligation, but she explained it 
more as a joyful responsibility we feel towards each other. The 
older generation believed the carnival represented a means of 
helping to rebuild and reunify the Japanese community after the 
war by bringing together all who survived the same experiences. 
I grew up being a confused Japanese American adolescent with 
an identity crisis. Watching Japanese stereotypes portrayed on 
TV and even my favorite cartoon character, Bugs Bunny, would 
battle a short, buck toothed, slant-eyed Tojo, who was also 
wearing thick horn-rimmed glasses. My feelings in seeing all this 
was confusion and thoughts that I was living in a country that 
I wasn’t wanted. Being able to participate in all the Japanese 
American community activities during that time helped me deal 
with my identity crisis and made me feel that I wasn’t alone, as 
well as, nurturing more pride in who I was and my heritage.

Next, in my role as a parent, we assisted with the Shaved Ice 
booth while my son attended the JCI Japanese School. One 
year while helping in the booth, I met Endo Sensei, who was my 
Principal at Compton Gakuen and later became the Principal at 
the JCI. I had the opportunity to apologize to him for being such 
a terrible student and thanked him for all his efforts to help us 
learn Japanese. I remember one experience with Endo Sensei, 
who had asked me and another student to lower the American 
flag that flew during every Japanese school session. When he 
saw that we didn’t have a clue of what we were doing, he came 
out and told us that we should be more respectful since the flag 
was a symbol of America. He firmly told us that we should have 

more pride in being born American, and patiently showed us 
how to fold the flag correctly. I found learning how to be a  
better American at a Japanese school very ironic. 

My current stage of participation with the Carnival/Matsuri is as 
a member of Gardena JCI Kendo and as a GVJCI board  
member. After our separation from Gardena Kendo, the Dojo 
made chicken curry and then moved on to yakisoba. Our  
members really enjoy participating during the Matsuri and look 
forward to it every year. We participate as a partner  
organization with the JCI with great pride and joy. Our Sensei 
taught us to never be complacent and to always strive to  
improve whatever we do but never forget our foundation and 
the true reason and meaning that we participate. The goal may 
be to raise funds but each year gives me a chance to pay tribute 
to all the founding generations, my Dojo Sensei, my parents, my 
grandparents, and our community. 

My family has enjoyed the Carnival/Matsuri for four  
generations. I feel that we should maintain the tradition not only 
to honor their past endeavors, but to remember where we came 
from and who brought us here. I feel that a key element of the 
Matsuri is that it continues to bring our community together and 
an opportunity to celebrate our heritage with pride together. 
Change is inevitable and some may see the Matsuri as old 
fashioned and perhaps out of date, however, what’s wrong with 
being old fashioned. Many of us learned about Japan, our  
heritage, customs and traditions through our grandparents and 
we are somewhat time-locked in our understanding since the 
Japan they conveyed to us was from the late 1800’s and this 
Japan no longer exists. I firmly believe we should utilize new 
concepts and technology, however, we should do so with the 
original feeling of the past. 
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Larry Hada, GVJCI Board of Director  



Established on May 31, 1979, the GVJCI Tomo 
No Kai or Senior Citizen Friendship Society 
was formed to promote and support programs 
at the GVJCI for the senior community, as well 
as, to provide recreational and social activities, 
such as, bus excursions and annual Christmas 
parties.  Your membership dues, class  
participation fees, and donations support the 
senior programs and GVJCI facility operations.  
Thank you very much for your participation 
and support. 

Come and join Tomo No Kai in 2019! 
Membership is $12.00. New  
memberships and renewals must be 
paid at the first class attended.  
Participation will not be allowed  
without current membership.  
Minimum 50 years age requirement. 
Class fee is $4/class.

TNK NEW CLASS
Zumba Gold

Wednesdays from 2:45 - 3:45PM 
Thursdays from 8:30 - 9:30AM
GVJCI Main Hall
Instructors Genie Nakano and Tim 
Toyama

There will be two Zumba Gold classes 
starting on May 1st! Zumba Gold is a 
total-body exercise program that uses 
dance movements and music for an 
energetic low-intensity aerobic  
workout; it builds strength and  
stamina; improves motion, flexibility 
and posture; burns a lot of calories 
and your brain gets a workout too… 

and it’s fun! Wear comfortable  
clothing and bring water.

TNK CLASS HIGHLIGHT
Tai Chi with Misako Tsuchiya

Wednesdays from 1:30 - 2:30 PM in 
the GVJCI Main Hall

We are featuring Misako Tsuchiya 
who has been teaching Tai Chi at 
GVJCI since 2006. Tai chi is a martial 
art that has been refined into slow 
movements and exercise for good 
health. Tai Chi involves slow, gentle 
movements, natural breathing and 
mental focus. Benefits include  
relaxation, better circulation,  
improved balance, stability, and 
increase in energy level. Classes start 
with gentle warm ups, followed by the 
Yang Style 24-Form of Tai Chi.  
Everyone can balance their body, not 
only with Tai Chi, but also with daily 
activities such as walking. Please join 
the class and enjoy the movements!

Misako moved from Japan to the U.S. 
in 1981. She has studied Japanese 
healing arts, therapeutic exercise, Tai 
Chi and Qi Gong since 1975. She is 
interested in body, mind, and spirit 
connections for good health. Misako 
is an Alexander Technique teacher 
(certified in 1990) and one of the 

first teachers of Japanese heritage 
of the Alexander Technique in the 
U.S.  Misako loves Mother Earth and 
people, and wishes good health and 
happiness for everyone. Misako has 
organized the Manzanar Spirit Run for 
28 years and does Native American 
ceremonies as a part of her spiritual 
practice.
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Tomo No Kai Corner

TNK CHOIR/友の会コーラス 
Mondays starting May 6th/月曜日5月6日より
3:15PM-4:30PM GVJCI Nisei Memorial Veterans Hall 

Singing is fun! Singing is good for your health. If you can’t read music, 
if you haven’t sung for a long time and even if you’ve never sung in a 
group, don’t worry! We’ll start with songs that everyone knows and 
loves. Song list: Beautiful Dreamer, Home on the Range, Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame, 朧月夜、茶摘み.

Choir Director Profile: Hiroko Ogawa earned her Bachelors and Masters 
in Music at the Kobe University in Japan. She studied with pianist Jörg 
Demus in Salzburg, Austria and has been accompanying singers,  
instrumentalists and dancers for more than 20 years in the US.  
Ms. Ogawa is very active in accompanying, coaching, conducting, and  
managing concerts for choirs in the South Bay. She is now the president 
of the Nikkei Choral Federation of Southern California. Ms. Ogawa  
also writes a music column called “Ongaku no Sanpo Michi” (Music 
Promenade) for the Rafu Shimpo.

TNK MISCELLANEOUS
Qi Gong (Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall) is moving to Mondays  
1:45PM-2:45PM starting Monday May 6th

Sumie (Rm #205) On break Apr 17th-May 29th, resumes Jun 5th 
Wednesday 1:30PM-3PM.

If you’ve ever been upstairs, you may have noticed we have an expansive collection of books! That’s The Bridge: GVJCI 
Heritage Center, aka our library. Back in 2008, a group of volunteers and staff envisioned a center where people could 
bridge the generations and bridge their understanding and knowledge of the Japanese American cultural heritage so 
that its legacy will continue into the future. The majority of the books came from the Japanese American Culture and 
Community Center (JACCC) in Little Tokyo that had boxes of books from their closed library, and had heard about our  
library opening. We graciously accepted the donations and more books were generously donated by the community. 
From the Japanese Language School students to the parents that come with their children for the various classes and  
meetings we hold, The Bridge has been well utilized and loved over the many years. However, with the years of use, the 
furniture became old (and mismatched!), the books and shelves got dusty, the rug got too dirty, and a sprucing up was 
very much needed.  

Last year, the GVJCI received a generous donation from Mitchell and Esther Kodama to fund a revamp of The Bridge, to 
spruce up the place and to increase visitors. The Kodama’s saw the larger potential in our expansive, but a little hidden 
and sometimes not very well known library, and worked with staff to make it a reality. As staff, we envisioned a place 
where it was not only a space to peruse books when people come for other occasions, but a place where students can 
come and do their homework, children to hang out on our children’s rug area, or to come look for Japanese-themed and 
Japanese language books that they may not be able to find in other libraries.

With the help of many volunteers at the end of March, we conducted The Bridge: GVJCI Heritage Center Revamp Day. 
We assembled furniture, rolled out a fresh, new rug, dusted off every shelf and book, and created a space just for the 
little ones. It was a day of community, with high school students, a Girl/Boy Scout family, Japanese Language School 
parents and students, a Tomo No Kai member, and staff working together to create a welcoming library environment for 
all to come and use. 

But we’re not done yet! We’ll be putting fresh coats of paint and grooming our walls this summer. But in the meantime, 
please go check out our new, almost-revamped The Bridge: GVJCI Heritage Center. Grab a book, do your homework, or 
come kick back and relax in our new space. 

Have You Seen Our New The Bridge: GVJCI Heritage Center?
Nicole Sato, Program Manager

page 5



JULY
STITCHING & SHIBORI WORKSHOP
SAT, JULY 20, 2:00-5:00PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall

Learn stitching techniques, Ori-nui, and monuments Shibori 
with our all new stitching and shibori workshop! Students will be 
taught many different fabric manipulation techniques to  
experiment with as well as how to dye the fabric and add accent 
color and to care for the fabric after dyeing.

This class will be taught by Shar Taira, who has a BFA in  
Printmaking from CSULB. She also has been working for the city 
of Torrance in the Ceramics studio in the Cultural Arts  
department for over 25 years and is currently the Vice President 
of Acacia Quilt guild in Buena Park.

For the workshop, please bring: 
needles, bonded nylon thread (any strong thread can work too), 
several pieces of fat quarter size white cotton material, washed 
(around 6-8 pieces 18” x 21”), lots of small strips of cotton  
material 1/2” x 2” (about 10-15 pieces in a ziplock bag), a good 
set of heavy duty/dishwashing gloves

Please bring no more than 2 T-Shirts. Please no bedding except 
pillow cases. Everything should be pre-washed to get the sizing 
set or it will delay the process. You may bring the pieces to class 
wet. If you want to bring clips, small rocks, rubber bands and 
string or zip ties, these are optional! $35 per participant. Please 
register online or at our office.  

SAVE THE DATE...
AUG 3RD: 

HANDLETTERING WORKSHOP

AUG 24TH:
SHADOWS FOR PEACE

COME JOIN OUR OTHER CLASSES!

PLAYWRITING FUNDAMENTALS
Explore the realm of writing plays.  The 6-class workshop will 
focus on plot, character, and dialogue.  Previous writing  
experience is not necessary.  

Date: Wednesdays, May 22, June 5, 19, July 10, 24, August 7
Time: 7pm to 9pm
Place:  Upstairs Classroom 205
Fee:  $5 per class
Workshop needs at least five participants 

SURVIVORS WORKSHOP
This 6-class workshop focuses on writing about life’s  
hardships. It could be the death of a loved one, surviving an 
illness, losing a job, a home, your life savings, being a victim of 
a robbery or scam.  Again, the workshop is about anything and 
everything related to being a survivor.

When: Mondays from 1pm to 3pm, beginning May 13
Where:  Upstairs Classroom 205
Fee:  $5 per class
Workshop needs at least five participants 

Classes by Tim Toyama. If interested, please contact Tim at 
timtoyama@gmail.com, or 310-848-9890 phone and text

LIFE STORIES
Write and tell your story with this 6-class workshop. Each 2-hour 
session includes reading and discussion of stories in progress.  
The stories could be about anything; stories about growing up in 
in LA, about family, etc. 

Date:  Wednesdays, May 15, 29, June 12, July 3, 17, 31
Time:  7pm to 9pm
Place:  Upstairs Classroom 205
Fee:  $5 per class.
Workshop needs at least five participants 

MAY
COMBATTING 
CONSUMER FRAUD
FRI, MAY 3, 10:00-11:00AM
GVJCI Classroom 207/208
Learn how to protect yourself from postal 
and consumer fraud and identity theft. 
Admission is free but donations are 
appreciated. Please RSVP to our office. 

KODOMO NO HI
SAT, MAY 4, 11:30-12:30PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial 
Hall
Kodomo No Hi, or Children’s Day, is 
coming up soon! Join us as we make a 
kabuto helmet craft, a combat helmet 
worn by the samurai class back in feudal 
Japan! We’ll also be eating some 
kashiwamochi, a traditional Kodomo No Hi 
snack. Registration is $5 per child! Sign-
up on our website or at our office. 

記憶喪失と
アルツハイマー病
SAT, MAY 4, 2:00-4:00PM
GVJCI Classroom 207/208
通常の老化とアルツハイマー病の徴候の
違いは何? これについてもっと学びまし
ょう！
学ぶ内容:アルツハイマー病の初期症
状、認知症とアルツハイマー病の違い、
診断への過程、原因と様々な治療法 

無料、寄付歓迎、ご予約が必要です。

DESSERT WITH DINERS: 
MOTHER’S DAY CREME  
BRULEE + FLOWERS  
WORKSHOP
SAT, MAY 4, 5:00-7:00PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial 
Hall
Make this Mother’s Day a special one by 
joining us for a night of making creme 
brûlée and flower arrangements! Learn 
how to make delicious creme brûlées 
and a flower bouqet so you never have 
to order at a restaurant and can skip the 
florist’s line! This class will be led by Dina 

Furumoto, an avid home baker turned 
pastry cook where she’s worked as a  
pastry cook at restaurants such as, 
Matsuhisa and Porridge + Puffs. Coming 
originally from a background working in 
non-profit organizations within the JA 
community, she remains dedicated to 
serving the community when she can. 

Come with your mom, aunt, grandma, or 
any other mother figure, or come with 
anyone else to give this treat to a mom! 
Registration is $40 per participant. Each  
participant takes home 2 creme brûlées, 
1 flower bouquet, and memories that will 
last a lifetime! All materials will be  
provided. Sign-up on our website or at 
our office. 

MEDICARE WORKSHOP
FRI, MAY 17, 10:00-12:00PM
GVJCI Classroom 207/208
This is a great program for those who 
are turning 65. Come and learn what you 
need to know to make an informed  
decision on your Medicare options.  
Admission is free but donations are  
appreciated. Please RSVP to our office. 

CITIZEN TANOUYE FILM 
SCREENING
SAT, MAY 18, 2:00-4:00PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial 
Hall 
Come join us for a screening of Citizen 
Tanouye, a documentary shot with eight 
Torrance High School students to uncover 
the history of Ted Tanouye, local World 
War II hero and Medal of Honor recipient. 
A panel will follow. Admission is free but  
donations are appreciated. Please RSVP 
to our office. 

LTSC ESTATE PLANNING  
WORKSHOP
FRI, MAY 24, 10:00-12:00PM
GVJCI Classroom 207/208
How does one avoid probate? Join the 
Little Tokyo Service Center and Jason  
Murai, Esq., CFP as they help explain 
what probate is and ways to avoid it.  
Admission is free but donations are  
appreciated. Please RSVP to LTSC at (213) 
473-3035 or visit www.ltsc.org.

JUNE
カバードCA健康保険
セミナー
SAT, JUNE 1, 2:00-4:00PM
GVJCI Classroom 207/208
雇⽤主から健康保険の提供のないや、65
歳以上でメディケアの受給資格がない⽅
など、是⾮ご参加ください! お⼿数です
が、参加ご希望の⽅は、お電話またはメ
ールで⼈数をお知らせください。

DISASTER PREP
SAT, JUNE 8, 2:00-4:00PM
GVJCI Classroom 207/208
Take a second to think what you have  
prepared for yourself, family, pets, 
and home when it comes to a disaster 
or emergency. Exit route? Water and 
food for 72 hours? Shoes by your bed?  
Whether it’s an earthquake, fire, tornado, 
or flooding, you don’t know when a  
disaster will hit, but you can be prepared. 
Come to our Disaster Prep Workshop to 
learn how and what to do BEFORE it’s 
too late!  Admission is free but donations 
are appreciated. Please RSVP by calling or 
emailing us. 

JAPANESE AMERICAN  
STORIES OF POST-CAMP 
SOUTHERN  
CALIFORNIA
SAT, JUNE 15, 2:00-4:00PM
GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial 
Hall   
The immediate post incarceration period 
is a neglected one in Japanese American 
history. Regarded as “worse than camp” 
by many Nikkei, returning families often 
faced continued hostility coupled with 
very difficult housing and job markets. 
JANM Collection Manager Kristen 
Hayashi and Densho Content Director 
Brian Niiya will discuss aspects Nikkei life 
in post-camp Southern California, with 
Kristen discussing the unique situation in 
Los Angeles and Brian providing an  
overview of the Southern California story 
with a focus on the South Bay using  
excerpts from Densho interviews.  
Admission is free but donations are  
appreciated. 
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SMARTPHONE/TABLET CLASS

May 9th to June 13th, Thurs at 10AM to 11AM

$10 per class or $50 for the whole series, paid in advance
Learn how to use your smartphone or tablet from the basics or 
come drop in on the weeks you want to brush up on! Don’t have 
a smartphone/tablet but still want to learn? No problem! We 
have rentals, free of charge, both iPads and Android tablets.

Week 1 – May 9, 2019
Components, Symbols
Settings – display, volume/sounds, etc.
Week 2 – May 16, 2019
Adding contacts
Phone calls, Text messages, Email
Using the camera
Week 3 – May 23, 2019
Apps – Already installed & Adding New Apps
**Please bring your Apple App Store or Google Play passwords
Week 4 – May 30, 2019
Apps – Useful Emergency Apps
Week 5 – June 6, 2019
Wi-Fi/Data Usage/Storage
Week 6 – June 13, 2019 
Questions & Answers 
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