
GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE CULTURAL INSTITUTE
The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit community center providing various classes, programs, services, and  
facilities to the South Bay area.  We also provide affordable housing through the JCI Gardens Apartments, the adjacent senior housing property.

 The GVJCI’s roots date back to 1912, when it was known as the Moneta Gakuen, a Japanese language school.  In 1967, it was formally incorporated as the 
Gardena Valley Japanese Language School.  Then, in 1968, the corporation changed its name to the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute to  
incorporate the broader services and functions the organization offers.  In 1971, Compton Gakuen, Gardena Gakuen, and Moneta Gakuen merged, opening 
its doors officially as the GVJCI’s Japanese Language School.  The GVJCI has a very proud history spanning over 100 years.

Today, we continue to provide a variety of activities, programs, and services.  We are truly fortunate to have an active and well-utilized center serving 
people of all ages.  We thank you, the community, for your active participation and for your support through donations and volunteerism that enables the 
GVJCI to continue.

MISSION STATEMENT
A space to engage, share, and embrace the Nikkei experience and culture.

VISION STATEMENT
The GVJCI envisions a vibrant network and a welcoming space for all persons interested in Japanese heritage and culture where his-
tory and tradition are honored, people are inspired to create action and change, and cultural pride and respect for all humanity are 
promoted.

1964 West 162nd Street
Gardena, CA  90247
Phone: 310-324-6611
Fax: 310-324-3223
Email:  info@jci-gardena.org
Website:  jci-gardena.org
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Board of 
Directors
Alan Kita, President
Richard Ames, Vice President
Ray Shibata, Treasurer 
Juan Hernandez, Secretary
Miles Akiyama
Gail Doi
Lawrence Hada
Michelle Hirano
Bryce Ikemura
Grant Nakaoka
Alvin Takamori
Airi Takashima Oye
Marilyn Tsuge

Staff
Administration
Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director
Cathy Lee, Director of Development and 
 Marketing
Debbie Oba, Administrative Manager

Programs
Stephanie Mayeda, Program Manager
Chikako Roper, Bilingual Programs 
 Coordinator

Facilities
Dayton Lee, Facility Operations Manager
Brian Hoshiko, Maintenance Custodian
Bob Seki, Maintenance Custodian
Gerald Mayewaki, Facility Assistant

Japanese Language School
Lawrence Hada, Principal
Masumi Sasaki, Vice Principal & Teacher
Mayumi Fuchino, Teacher
Shizuka Marinakis, Teacher
Asaka Morita, Teacher
Chiaki Suzuki, Teacher
Naoko Tran, Teacher
Aki Izumi, Adult Class & Conversation Class Teacher

Emeritus Board of 
Directors
Dan Ashimine
Bob Horii
Paul Koshi
Helen Nakano
Charles Oyagi
Glenn Tachibana 
Terry Terauchi

Winter 2021

10,000+
E.G.K. Foundation
Keiro Services Inc
Local Initiative Support Corp

$5000 - $9,999
Gardena Judo Club
Kinjiro & Eiko Moriguchi Fund

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Bannai, Don
Cambra, May Ikeda
Facebook 
Gardena JCI Kendo Dojo
Gardena Kendo Club
GVJCI Tomo No Kai
Hamada, Paul
Hiraoka, Todd
Hoops For Friends

Horii, Brian & Thea
Inadomi, Donald & Kim
Kishi-Phillips, Kathleen
Kuwada, Koji & Kumiko Alice
Mizuba, Dorothy
Mori, Yoshiko & Shigeru
Ono, Paula
Oyama, Saeko
Phillips 66
Sansei Baseball League
South Bay FOR
Terao, DDS, Ernest & Ellen
Yamada, Dr. Jason

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Amazon Smile 
Berkin, Andrew & 
  Shimabukuro, Joy
Chaya, Takashi

Eakins, Anna
FIA Insurance
Fisher, Roy & Debora
Fujii, Raymond
Gardena Valley Nisei Club
Ishimoto, Joyce
Kawakami, Mihoko
Kohama, Jean
Kubota Mortuary 
Lee, Catherine & Tracy
Matoba, Gloria G. & Paul D.
Matsuura, Jennifer
Mori, Christopher
Nagamine, Nathan
Nakatsu, Wayne & Karen
Oda & Chang, Warren & Juliet
Okamura, Lyle
Oshiro, Andrew
Oyagi, Charlie & Carol
Patel, Robin

Saalfeld, Michelle
Shibata, Ray & Sharon
Shimabuku, Hazel
Shinjo, David
The Rose Hills Foundation 
Uyesugi, Sandy
Yamachika, Gregg & Yorichi, Jo
Yamamoto, Craig
Yamauchi, Dr Bryce & Cheryl
Zoerner, Cyril Edward

$100 - $499
A1 Electric Automotive 
  Accessories
Abercrombie, Hisae
Adachi, Kiyoe & Hiromi J.
Agee, Shoko & Keith
Aiso, Chiyo
Ajari, Paul
Akioka, Sharon & Craig

Akiyama, Dean
Alas, Julio
Ames, Richard
Anonymous
Aoki, Masumi
Arakawa, Takeko
Araki, Theresa
Arimura, Yuji & Setsuko
Back Home In Lahaina R&K 
  Inc.
Beauty Cloth International
Benson, Charles & Laura
Berz, Derek & Susan
Blacksten, John Raul
Boy Scout Troop #683
Chao, Gainyoon
Chartwell Travel Services
Chyzhevska, Tetiana
Chomori, Jenny

Newsletter of the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021!
Happy Year of the Ox! 明けましておめでとうございます! The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute 
(GVJCI) Staff and Board sends you our best wishes for 2021! As we all know, 2020 has been a year un-
like any other, as we sadly had to close our doors to the community since March due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. People around the world had to quickly learn how to navigate through this pandemic, seeking 
whatever stability they could find in an ever-changing world, where so many people lost their loved ones 
or experienced illness themselves. We saw millions of people throughout the nation uprising against racial 
injustices suffered by the Black community whose lives continue to be taken. We also saw millions of 
people casting early voting ballots for a pivotal election determining our country’s fate for the next four 
years.

With the multitudes of daily challenges people faced, we also saw that out of adversity, there was resil-
ience, and the community spirit was strong! We were humbled to receive the outpour of support during 
these struggling times. We know that many of you are experiencing a financial loss during this pandemic 
as well, so we are even more grateful for your continued support, and for our many new donors! Your 
generous support of our numerous fundraising efforts, your kind offers to volunteer at our limited in-
person activities, your donations to help make our first ever Virtual Matsuri fundraiser a success, and 
just the phone calls, emails, and notes we received letting us know that you were thinking of us at the 
GVJCI---words can’t begin to express the gratitude we feel. We truly couldn’t have gotten through this so 
far without your kindness and generosity.

We wish that all of you stay safe and healthy, and take care of your emotional and mental well-being. 
Please try our online programs and classes if you haven’t already. There’s great virtual programs in 2021, 
and fun ways to connect with old and new friends during these times of social isolation.

Again, thank you for the generous support you give the GVJCI as participants in our programs and ser-
vices, as volunteers, as monetary and non-monetary donors, as community collaborators, and as our local 
small business partners. We look forward to when GVJCI can safely reopen and we can see all of you 
again!

With sincere kansha, 
Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director

THANK YOU!

GVJCI’s 2020 supporters for grants and donations received between January 1, 2020 and December 31, 
2020 (If we inadvertently missed any names, please let our office know.)
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Chuman, Christine & Shunsuke
Chun, Carolyn
Coval, Amy
Dahlberg, Jean
Drake, Leslie I.
Elder Law Services of California
Endo, Carole
Friends of the Vine, Inc.
Fujii, Yoshie
Fujita, Jeanne & Gary
Fujita, Mas
Fukui Mortuary
Fukumoto, Pamela
Fukunaga, Atsuko
Fukunaga, Jennifer
Furukawa, Richard & Irene
Furutani, Norman & Ginny
Futami, Raymond
Gardena Nisei VFW Women’s Club
Gekko, Richard & Teri-Lynn
GEO
Giering, Anita
Gohata, Ted & Linda
Golden, Michael
Gordon, Mitsuko N.
Goto, Rei
Hamada, Paul & Kathy
Hata, Donald
Hata, Grace
Hatakeyama, Jason
Hatashita, Patti
Hayakawa, Franklin & Amy
Hayamizu, Sumiko
Hayashi, Yoshiko
Hayashida, Marion
Hernandez, Juan
Higa, Brenda Y.
Higa, H.
Higa, Jeffrey
Higuchi, Terence & Tracy
Hino, Alan
Hino, Rob & Nina
Hiraguchi, Ikuyo
Hirai, Steve & Karen
Hirano, Isaac & Arleen
Honjiyo, Diane
Hori, Bryan & Kathy
Hori, Harriet J.
Horiuchi, Edna
Howes, Yuko
Hribar, David
Ida, David
Ideo, Sadayuki
Igawa, Eleanor
Iida, Susan C.
Iinuma, Setsue & Takashi
Iizuka, Melvin & Pearl
Ikeda, Lurline & Richard
Ikeda, Tamotsu & June
Ikemoto, Arlene & Rick
Ikemoto, Paul
Ikemura, Bryce
Imai, Aki
Imamoto, Rita & Ken
Inose, Ken
Ishigo,  Norma
Ishii, Sharon
Ito, Lisa & Ken
Iura, Shigeko
Iwamasa, Yukio

Iwata, Amy
Iwata, Clyde & Fern
Jo, Rosie
Jue, Gayle
Kadomiya, Ruth
Kagdis, June
Kaku, Greg
Kane, Sallie
Kaneshiro, Gail N.
Kaneshiro, Warren
Kasai, David
Kato, Hiroko Amy
Katsumata, Yasuo & Kyoko
Kawaminami, Janice
Kawamoto, Atsuko & Yasuji
Kawano, Dickie H.
Kibota, Emiko & Tsugio
Kim, Teresa
Kimura, Tsuyoshi
Kiriyama, Iku
Kirschner, Ruth A.
Kita, Yoshiko & Dixon, Dianne
Kochiyama Holman, Audee
Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy
Kochiyama, Aliya
Kochiyama, Christopher
Kochiyama, Kahlil
Koshimizu, Ethel & Seiji
Kouno, Donna
Koyanagi, Stan & Teri
Koyanagi, Tomio & Juliet
Kubo, Hanako
Kuramoto, Frances & Ford H.
Kushigemachi, Peggy
Kuwahara, Arthur
Kuwahara, Teri & Gary
Larson, Carol   
LA Chikurei Kai
LA Men’s Glee Club
Lee, Brian
Lee, Dayton & Laura A.
Lee, Justin Thomas
Lee, Wendy
Lowe, Celestina
Maeda, Tom & Akiko
Maekawa, Jeanette Y. & 
  David Y.
Mahoney, Ikuko
Manaka, Timothy
Mark, Edith & Richard
Matsumoto, Akemi
Matsumoto, Sachi
Matsushima, Paul & Monica
Matsushima, Teresa & Robert
Mayeda, Guy & Amy
Mayeda, Janet & Glenn
Mayewaki, Gerald
Miceli, Kathy
Michael H. Tsuge Dental Lab
Mihara, Toshi
Mikami, Lynn
Mikami, Shirley
Mita, Robert T.
Mitani, Dave
Mito, Alice
Miwa, James & Grace Trust
Miyamoto, Michael
Miyamoto, S.T. & K.S.
Miyamoto, Sheri
Miyashiro, Marc-Mitchell

Miyata, Shinya & Yoko
Mori, Richard & Patricia
Morimoto, Kimberly-Ann & Glenn
Morishige, Jim
Morishita, Gary
Morita, Norie
Moriyama, Doris
Motoyasu, Ken & Joyce
Murakami, Charles & Merle
Murakami, June & Kameki
Murakami, Mark
Muranaka, Tomio & Gwen
Muraoka, Pat
Nagao, Wayne
Nagasaki, Sharon & Jeff
Nagata, Chika & Harriet
Nagatani, Nick & Wendy
Nakagawa, Dr. Lisa
Nakaji, Miyo
Nakakura, Kenneth 
Nakakura, Mr. & Mrs. K.
Nakamatsu, Maria
Nakamura Insurance (Burt S. 
  Nakamura)
Nakamura, Norman
Nakano, Darren & Shirley
Nakao, James
Nakata, Bob & Taeko
Nakatani, David & Lily
Nakatsu, Helene
Nakatsu, Wayne
Namimoto, Joyce
Narasaki, Kerri
Nguyen, Brian
Niimi, Susumu & Betty
Nishihara, Lillian
Nishihira, Joe & Violet
Nishikawa, Joe & Frances
Nobuto, Kazuko
Noguchi, Brian
Nomura, Jon & Kathy
Noone, Terry
Nuruki, Jeffrey
O.T.Y. Inc.
Oba, Rory & Debbie
Oda Omori, Susan
Oda, Dwight
Ogawa, Jack
Ogawa, James & Yuriko
Ogawa, Masao & Amy
Ogi Family
Okamoto, Harris & Kathleen
Okawa, Jeanie
Okazaki, Shirley
Oki, Mary & Ron
Okita, Brandon
Okuyama, Muneaki
Omori, Teruko
Ono, Sharlene
Onoda, Masayuki & Setsuko
Osako, Steven
Oshiro, Betty
Oshiro, Fred
Oshiro, Helen
Oshiro, Masanobu
Otani, Keiko
Otani, Naomi
Oyama, Harry
Oyama, Janet
Oye, Deborah & Robert

Ozaki, Joseph & Grace
Perez, Felipe & Jeri
Quon, Jimmy
Sagawa, Nancy
Saika, David
Saito, Bruce
Saito, Lorraine M.
Sakamoto, Eileen & Roy
Sakatani, R. or C.
Sakauye, G. & F.
Sakita, Kei
Sanada, Elaine & Craig
Sanada, Glenn & Donna
Sasahara, Yoshiko
Sayegusa, Fumie
Seino, Toshiyuki & Midori
Sekiguchi, S. Peggy
Sempra Energy
Shimatsu, Jane
Shimazaki, Roy
Shimazu, Nicole
Shimizu, Cynthia
Shimokochi, Kenneth & Edith
Shinsengumi Foundation, Inc
Shintani, Dr Y. Ron & Patsy
Shiroma, Joseph & Lilly
Shizumura, Norman & Yoshiko
South Bay Veterinary Care
Southern California Naginata   
  Federation  
Stinson, Everett & Kathleen
Suda, Sadao & Yuriko
Sugino-Kasai, Patricia
Sugita, Chris
Sugita, Wayne K.
Sumi, Mark
Sumi, Senichi & Hiroko
Sunahara, Marilyn
Suzuki, June
Suzuki, Mieko
Suzuki, Roy & Terri
Tabata, Lynnie
Tachibana, Glenn & Gladys
Tachibana, Judy
Taga, Chris & Janet
Takahashi, Alice
Takahashi, Sumiko
Takakawa, Patricia
Takamori, Alvin & Mochidome, 
  Debbie
Takano, Jeanne
Takashima Oye, Airi
Tamashiro, Jason
Tambara, Lynn
Tanaka, Kimberly
Tang, Judy
Tanimoto, Kaoru & Yorinobu
Tanimura, Itsumi
Tarumoto Paul & Margie
Tenpo, Helen
The Capital Group Companies 
  Charitable Foundation 
Tokishi, Patsy & Willie
Tokuhara, Kenneth & Elsie
Toma, Ivy & James
Torii, Mark & Stacey
Toshiyuki, Sandra
Toyama, Tim
Trinidad, Ronaele
Tsao, Christine
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Okazaki, Shirley
Osaka-Rivera , Liz
Saito, Doreen
Sakamoto, Louise
Sanada, Elaine & Craig
Sekiguchi, S. Peggy
Shimatsu, Jane
Shimizu, Amy S.
Shimizu, Mitzi
Shiroma, Joseph & Lilly
Soga, Glenn & Carol  
Sorayama, Sumiko & Yoshio
Takamori, Alvin & Mochidome, 
  Debbie
Tanaka, Kouichi & Grace
Tarumoto Paul & Margie 
Tokuhara, Kenneth & Elsie
Toyama, Tim
Uchima, Ray
Urata, Doreen & Sidney
Uwahori, Sadae
Watanabe, Jun & Charlotte
Watanabe, Pat
Watanabe, Sue
Yamamoto, Roy & Karin
Yamanaka, Flora
Yamane, Dick & Judy
Yamasaki, Robert DDS
Yamasawa, Hazel
Yokota, Masao & Yoshie
Yoshida, Mae & Clayton
Yoshii, Brian and Ericksen, Robert

TRIBUTES
$1000+
In Memory of Tetsuo Ichiyama
  Ichiyama, Lily & Dean
In Honor of Brian T. Mitsunaga
  Mitsunaga, Victor & Gandee, Sherry
In Memory of Sho Nakashima
  Baba-Helgeson, Beverly

$500 - $999
In Memory of Masao, Dorothy & 
Sharon Awakuni
  G. Ah Sing
In Memory of Teruko Dorothy
Awakuni
  Awakuni, Steven
Remembering Eleanor & Roy Higa
  Their Family
In Memory of Teruko Terrie Inouye
  Inouye, Ben & Teruko

$100 - $499
In Memory of Al & Amy 
  Nakamatsu, Maria
In Memory of Aileen Arakawa
  Yamamoto, Roy & Karin
In Memory of Dorothy Awakuni
  Awakuni, Nicholas & Calderwood,   
  Sydney
  Bannai, Lorraine
  Benson, Laura & Charles
  Calderwood, Terry
  Kibota, Emiko & Tsugio
  Okazaki, Shirley
  Shimabuku, Hazel
  Sugita, Chris
  Tachibana, Glenn & Gladys
In Memory of Ben & Clara Doi
  Doi, Gail

In Memory of Parents, Kiyoshi & 
Bonnie Horino

  Kim, Donna V & Power R.
In Celebration of Eleanor Igawa’s 
Birthday
  Trinidad, Roneale
In Memory of husband, William Igawa
  Igawa, Eleanor
In Memory of Eiji Inouye
  Inouye, Tomoko
In Memory of Helen Kawagoe & 
Dorothy Awakuni
  Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy
In Memory of Myrna Kawahara
  The Joyce N. Kaneda Charitable
  Fund
In Honor of Myrna Kawahara & 96th 
Birthday (Belated)
  Kaneda, Joyce & Nouchi, Sandy
In Honor of Mae Jean Ku & Memory 
of Paul Bannai
  Watanabe, Joyce
Thanks to Mike Morishita & Myrna 
Kuwahara
  Morishita, Gary
In Memory of Ellen Oshima
  Hazel Shimabuku
In Memory of Sarah Sukimoto
  Kobayashi, Patricia
In Memory of Mayko Tarumoto
  Hokoyama, Therese
  Ikeda, Betty
  JD and Family
  Sugita, Chris
  Tarumoto, Paul & Margie
In Loving Memory of Michiko Ann & 
Francis Seiichi Torii
  Lee Family
In Memory of Aunty Sarah Ann
  Yamaguchi
  Kobayashi, Patricia
In Loving Memory of Tom & Yuko 
  Yonemura
  Jono, Kathleen

To $99
In Memory of Dorothy Awakuni
  Arakawa, Takeko & Wallace
  Igawa, Eleanor
  Iinuma, Setsue & Takashi
  Isaka, Sachiko & George
  Kawasaki, Jocelyn & Ronald A.
  Nouchi, Sandy
  Ogawa, Masao & Amy
  Tahata, William & Erma
  Takamori, Alvin & Mochidome, 
    Debbie
  Tamanaha, Gary & Carol
  Tamanaha, Lynn
  Tanaka, Yae
  The Family of Yasue Myrna 
     Kawahara
  Tokubo, Jane
  Watanabe, Jun & Charlotte
  Watanabe, Sue
  Williamson, Carol
  Yamada, Janet
  Yogi, Stan
  Yoshimura, Eileen
In Memory of Irene Fujiura
  Kunishima, Jill  
In Memory of Grandma & Koa
  Kunishima, Jill
In Memory of Mayko Tarumoto
  Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy

Vehicle Donations
Chan, Keelan
Doi, Matthew
Hannah, Leanne
Haramoto, Danny
Hayashida, Eddie
Horii, Robert
Hoshina, Takashi
Inafuku, Ben
Itamura, Jerry
Itow, Richard
Kashiwagi, Soji
Kato, Sugako
Kinoshita, Scott
Kito, Emiko
Kohama, Jean
Konishi, Jeanette
Minami, Miyako
Muha, Barbara
Nakaoka, Grant
Ogomori, Howard
Omoto, Elaine
Otani, Keiko
Sasaki, Ann
Sawai, Rob
Stein, Thea
Sueyoshi, Stephen
Tabata, Alvin
Tanaka, Kristi
Taniguchi, Takako
Yamamoto, Frances
Yamaoka, Yumi
Yamasaki, Rick

In-Kind Donations of Items or 
Services
@Home Kitchen
Arakaki Family
Bourbon Foods
Country Touch Cafe
DH Produce
Fujimoto, Randy
Gardena Bowl
Gilmore, Erin 
Hama, Craig 
Hirano Family
Hirano Homes
Hirano, Cha 
Iwai, Briana & Randall Shiozaki
Jonan Murata
Kaji & Associates
Kaskanian, Councilman Art 
King’s Hawaiian
Kishi-Phillips, Kathleen
LA Regional Food Bank
LAUSD
Lee, Tracy
Lew, Carrie 
Mayeda, Glenn & Janet
Morinaga Nutritional Foods Inc
Otafuku
Oye, Derek
Sato, Kerilyn 
Sato, Nicole 
Sun Noodle
Sunada Family
Tanimoto Family
Torrance Sister City Association
Upper Crust
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Nomura, Keiko
Nouchi, SueAnn
Nuruki, Sally
Oba, Christopher & Anthea
Oda, Nancy
Oda, Suzuko & Takashi
Odagawa, Todd
Ogomori, Sharon
Okabe, Thomas & Denise
Okamoto, Mickie
Okamura, Shelly
Okawa, Sally  
Okihara, Craig
Okubo, Donna
Okubo, Janet
Okuda, Carol
Okuda, Michael
Ono, Megan
Onomura, Lionel & Naomi
Orange, Lester Ann
Oshimo, Janice & Michael
Oshiro, Helen
Oshiro, Howard & Irene K
Oshiro, Sam
Ota, Jamie
Ota, Odiene & Katsumi
Ota, Rhys
Oyama, Jane & Wendell
Phillips, Ginger
Pierce, Irene S.
Pinson, Keiko T.
Poulin, Gail 
Rees, Tracy
Riddle, Minako & Chris 
Roper, Chikako
Russ, Edmond and Irene
Saiki, Richard & Alice
Sakai, Yoshie
Sakamoto Sugano, Naomi
Sakamoto, Kenneth & Ruth
Sakamoto, Kristine
Sakamoto, Michael
Sakata, G.N. & J.Y.
Sakato, Yoko
Sakimoto, Michiko
Sakura-ya (Yuki Fujita)
Sales, Efren & Dolores Doll-Sales
Salgado, Carole
Sanada, Glenn
Sasahara, Richard
Sato, Conrad
Sato, Judiann Woo & Phillip T.
Sato, Kerilyn
Sato, Nicole
Sato, Rose
Sato, Valerie & Terry
Seiler, Jeffery & Jennifer
Seino, Diana
Senior, Deborah
Senzaki, Mary
Seo, Becky A.
Shibata, Brett
Shigemura, Wendy
Shima, Ann & Michael
Shimane, Justin
Shimane, Nancy
Shimizu, Aimee
Shimizu, Jason & Teri
Shimizu, Richard
Shimizu, Shunkichi
Shimizu, Spencer S.
Shimotani, Steven
Shindo, Alan & Grace
Shinsato, Dennis & Randy
Shintaku, Debora

Shitakubo, Jennie
Shoji, Norma T. & Brian K.
Smith, Michiko
Soga, Carol
Solomon, Robin
Song, Terence
Sora, Gilbert & Irene
Sorayama, Scott
Stevenson, Hideko K.
Suemoto, Pat
Sueyoshi, Robert & May
Sugai, Doris
Sugano, Naomi
Sugawara, Nancy
Sugita, Camryn
Sunada, Hiroko
Sundius, Stephanie & David
Suzuki, Kimihiro
Suzuki, Milan
Tachiyama, Tadashi & Yoneko
Tagami, Etsuko & Bert T.
Tahata, William & Erma
Takabayashi, Beryl
Takahashi, Bruce
Takahashi, Daniel
Takahashi, Lawrence
Takahashi, Richard
Takamori, Gilbert
Takao, Brian
Takata, Michael & Peace
Takayama, Kazuo & Mariko
Tamanaha, Gary & Carol
Tamura,Sylvana
Tanabe, Janice
Tanaka, Christine K.
Tani, Cathie
Tani, Kari
Taniguchi, Ned & Lois
Taniguchi, Pat
Tanose, Natsuko
Tanouye, Ann
Tanouye, Diane
Teshima, Dr. Kenneth
Tokudomi, Kathy
Tom, Sharie Lynn
Tomatani, Gary
Torii, Kinichi
Toshiyuki, Aileen
Trotter, Nadine   
Tsuchimori, James
Tsuji, Mae
Tsujio, Yoriko
Tsurudome, Kimiko & Mitchell R.
Tsurukame, Akira
Turner, Wendy
Ueda, Stephanie
Umemoto, J.
Urada, Joy
Uyekawa, Gary T
Wada, David & Helen
Wada, Jeanne
Wada, Louise
Watanabe, Haru
Watanabe, Irene N.
Watanabe, Jane
Watanabe, Jun & Charlotte
Weber, Sharon
Wong, Amy
Wong, Joann R. Kaji
Woo-Sato, Judiann
Yabuno, Daniel
Yamada, Mutsunori
Yamada, Yasue
Yamada, Yoshinao
Yamaguchi, Norikazu

Yamamoto, Eiko
Yamamoto, Neal & Karen
Yamanaka, Carol & Scott
Yamazaki, David
Yano, Steve & Shirlene
Yee, Torin
Yogi, Stan
Yokomi, Shigemi S. & Richard
Yokoyama, Elaine & Mickey
Yokoyama, Masaru & Mitsue
Yoneda, Tamiko Uematsu
Yonemoto, Alayne
Yoon, Kelly & Judy
Yoon, Paul
Yoshimura, Eileen
Yoshimura, Masaharu
Yoshimura, Yumiko
Yoshioka, Millie
Yu, Pauline
Yuki, Wallace & June
 
Event Sponsors
Virtual Matsuri
Gold
King’s Hawaiian Bakery & Restaurant

Silver
Union Bank

Bronze
JINS Eyewear US, Inc.
Kaji & Associates

Virtual Bingo
FIA Insurance
Luther Burbank Savings
Nikkei Credit Union & Mabuhay Credit 
  Union

2021 GVJCI Calendar
JINS Eyewear US, Inc.

Friends of GVJCI
Platinum $1,000+
Anonymous
Cambra, May
Hori Kushida Family
Iizuka, Melvin & Pearl 
Murakami, Jeff & Christine
Shibata, Ray & Sharon
                                    
Gold $500 - $999
Anonymous
Fujii, Nobuko & Masao
Horii, Brian
Kimura, Richard & Alice
Kita, Yoshiko & Dixon, Dianne
Matsushita, James & Patsy
Mizuba, Dorothy
Mochidome, Sadao & Ruby
Nishio, Alan & Yvonne
Ozaki, Joe & Aiko Mary
Shimabuku, Hazel.
Taga, Chris & Janet

Silver $250 - $499
Anonymous
Benson, Charles & Laura
Gekko, Richard & Teri-Lynn
Isaka, George 
Iwata, Amy
Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy
Lee, Catherine & Tracy
Miyamura, Stella
Murakawa, Trisha

Nakata, Bob & Taeko 
Robbins, Robyn
Sagawa, Nancy
Sakamoto, Dan & Setsuko
Sasahara, Yoshiko
Sasaki, Chuck & Nancy
Sumi, Senichi & Hiroko
Tabata, Lynnie
Takashima Oye, Airi
Teshima, Ted & Nancy
Tomoike, Yutaka & Bruce
Toshiyuki, Sandra
Yamachika, Gregg & Yorichi, Jo
Yoshii, Edna

Bronze $100 - $249
A1 Electric Automotive Accessories
Anonymous
Arakawa, Takeko & Wallace
Asato, John & Michiko
Country Touch Cafe
Dohzen, Jeffrey
Drake, Leslie I.
Elder Law Services of California
Endo, Carole
Fujita, Mitsuo & Marianne
Furukawa, Norman & Linda
Hamamoto, Akiko 
Hayashida, Marion
Higa, Hiroko & Jeffrey
Iba, Beverly
Iizuka, Masami
Ikemura, Bryce
Imamoto, Eiko
Inatomi, James & Peggy
Ishigo,  Norma
Kameya, Glen
Kaneshiro, Warren
Kato, Isao & Mary
Kikuta, Gayle
Kim, Donna V & Power R
Kiriyama, Iku
Kobayashi, Steve & June
Kohama, Jean
Koyanagi, Stan & Teri
Koyanagi, Tomio & Juliet
Kuniyoshi, Jane
Kuwahara, Arthur
Lum, Albert
Mahoney, Ikuko
Maruyama, Kazuko
Maruyama, Phyllis
Matsumoto, Sachi
Mayeda, Florence N. & Karen T.
Mayeda, Janet
Mayeda, Melvin & Christine
Mayewaki, Gerald-
Mitsutomi, Jean & Aoki, Sharon
Miyamoto, Alan & Joann
Miyamoto, Satoshi & Mitsuko
Motoyama, Mariko
Motoyasu, Ken & Joyce
Moy, Phil
Murakami, June & Kameki
Nagao, Stanley & Shirley
Nakagawa, Emma
Nakakura, Kenneth
Nakatani, David & Lily
Nobuto, Kazuko
Nohara, Dorothy
Nomura, Jon & Kathy
Oda & Chang, Warren & Juliet
Ogawa, Masao & Amy
Okawa, Jeanie
Okazaki, Joyce
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Board of Directors Updates
Happy New Year! I am Alan Kita, and I am honored to write my first message to you as the newly elected presi-
dent of the Gardena Valley JCI Board of Directors.  

New Years is always a time of tradition, of hope, and a yearning for better days. 2021 certainly brings us to all 
new heights of anticipation and optimism. 

2020 changed many traditions and expectations. While we deeply miss some of our old routines, with change 
comes opportunity. And this is exciting. Since March 2020, the GVJCI staff and volunteers have worked hard to 
re-envision the ways that our Japanese American traditions and community can come together safely, creating 
ways to keep us all connected in a non-contact environment, and keep everyone safe from the coronavirus.  

Change can be hard to embrace, but our community has history and understands accepting temporary change 
for the long term good.  We have been working diligently on new ways to have our programs come to you. 2021 
is about opportunity and innovation. Our goal is to create a center for all things Japanese American and yet be 
safely distanced.

We appreciate the generous support that the GVJCI has received to maintain our facilities and our programs. 
These are rough financial times for all of us, and the generosity during the uncertainty of 2020 has been extraor-
dinarily helpful and is deeply appreciated.

Please join me in thanking our outgoing GVJCI Board president, Ray Shibata, who has served in this role for two 
years. His guidance on the board is commendable and exemplifies a model to emulate. I also appreciate his con-

tinuing service with the board as Treasurer for the next year.

Additionally, I also wish to thank Charlie Oyagi, former GVJCI board president and a long-time board member, who is “retiring” from the board. 
His dedication to the GVJCI programs and activities is outstanding, and he will be missed at our monthly meetings. Charlie’s stories evoke the 
memories of a “JCI” that I remember from my youth – the fun and vibrant energy it carried as a cornerstone of the community. He sparks the 
imagination of what the GVJCI could become and demonstrates what can get done with heart and soul. We will always welcome Charlie’s opin-
ions and ideas to our meetings. 

We anticipate this year 2021 will continue to have challenges to tradition: the responsibility to suspend in-person activities such as “Day of 
Remembrance,” “Matsuri,” and others and to create an alternate, socially-distanced and online presence. I hope you all will continue to log in on 
our events and participate at a safe distance to stay healthy. The creativity and resilience of the GVJCI staff, volunteers and community inspires 
hope that together, everyone can make New Year 2021 a magical and memorable year. We eagerly anticipate the time when we can again safely 
open our GVJCI doors, and we can meet again in person to celebrate our Japanese American community.

Until then, be well, be safe, and we will see
you online!

Alan Kita
President, GVJCI Board of Directors

(top row, l-r) Alison Kochiyama (staff), Alan Hino (board fellow), Raymond Shibata, Charles Oyagi
(second row, l-r) Airi Takashima Oye, Alvin Takamori, Gail Doi,  Juan Hernandez
(third row, l-f) Lawrence Hada, Michelle Hirano, Alan Kita, Bryce Ikemura
(bottom row, l-r) Miles Akiyama, Richard Ames, Marilyn Tsuge, Grant Nakaoka

Continued from page 8



page 1

The GVJCI will be awarding scholarships to 2021 South Bay high school seniors and GVJCI Japanese Language School graduates 
(may live outside of the South Bay area). Applicants must have been directly involved with the GVJCI or its member organizations 
that hold regular activity at the GVJCI. Emphasis is placed upon GVJCI and other community involvement, volunteerism and future 
goals. High school students must have a minimum of a 2.5 GPA and have post-secondary educational plans.  

Applications are available on our website: jci-gardena.org. Submission deadline is April 1, 2021, and award recognitions will be 
made in June 2021 as part of the GVJCI Virtual Matsuri Fundraiser.

Scholarships available: Gary Hori Memorial Scholarship, Gardena Valley JACL Scholarship, and the Gardena Valley Gardeners As-
sociation Legacy Scholarship, and other GVJCI scholarships. 

April Deadline for 2021 GVJCI Youth Scholarships

• Medi-Cal Planning for Long-Term Care

• Living Trusts & Wills
• Powers of Attorney
• Trust Administration
• Probate & Conservatorships

Judd Matsunaga
Attorney at Law

Free Attorney Consultations | Home & Hospital Appointments Available

www.elderlawcalifornia.com
info@elderlawcalifornia.com310.348.2995

Alejandro Benitez
Attorney at Law

Mingming Zhan
Attorney at Law
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My experience being on the GVJCI Board of Directors through the Kizuna Board Fellowship Program 
has been the highlight of a tumultuous year. I was unsure of what to expect as I had no previous 
experience serving on a Board of Directors. Ray, my mentor for the Board Fellowship, and Alison 
have been amazing and guided me through quite a year. In addition, the entire Board has been help-
ful, warm, and friendly as I’ve settled into my new role. I am thankful for the positive response, and 
have learned much about the inner workings of how a Board operates, functions, and works within a 
predetermined budget.

I have fond memories of the Matsuri when I was younger, but recently, I had lost touch with GVJCI 
and all of the amazing work they’ve done. Being born and raised in the South Bay, my placement 

with GVJCI was a great match. I take away a tremendous amount of hands-on experience, serving on the Development Committee, 
the Signature Event Sub-Committee, and contributing to the creation of a new committee focusing on challenges created by the 
pandemic. This work included helping fellow board members learn to use Zoom for the transition to all virtual meetings as well as 
volunteering for several fundraising events. Creating a how to cook Spam Musubi video for the first ever Virtual Matsuri and volun-
teering for the Azay Obon Menu fundraiser was a fun way to interact with the community that GVJCI serves.

I am grateful for the opportunity provided to me by both Kizuna and the GVJCI. While challenging, the pandemic has presented 
new opportunities for the GVJCI to grow in new ways and I am excited to help in any way that I can. One final heart-felt thank you 
to the Board, Staff, and volunteers for their dedication.

2020 Board Fellow
By: Alan Hino

Insurance program for members of Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute.
Our partnership with MAPFRE Insurance offers important auto coverages like comprehensive and collision deductible options and of course 

a multitude of discounts including multi-policy discounts up to 20%. As part of your MAPFRE Insurance auto policy you also receive a 
complimentary membership to Road America’s Roadside Assistance service.

Please contact one of the agencies below to get your auto quote today!

COSTA MESA
Miyazaki Insurance Services
(714) 979-8700

GARDENA
AHTKY Insurance Agency
(310) 516-0110
Nakamura Insurance Agency
(310) 327-0717

HUNTINGTON BEACH
Mizuno Insurance Agency
(714) 964-7227

LA PALMA
J Morey Company Inc.
(714) 562-5910

LONG BEACH
Noriyuki Marumoto
(562) 595-4403

LOS ANGELES
Buna Insurance Agency
(213) 626-1547
FIA Insurance Services, Inc.
(626) 795-7059
Tatsuno Business Service, Inc. 
(213) 626-1954

Aihara & Associates Insurance 
Services
(213) 626-9625
Minato Insurance Agency
(310) 540-8595
Frank M. Iwasaki Insurance 
Agency
(323) 879-2184

MONTEREY PARK
Quality Ins. Service Inc. 
(323) 727-7755

TORRANCE
Kamiya Insurance Agency
(310) 781-2066
Tsuneishi Insurance Agency, Inc.
(310) 533-8877
Daiwa Insurance Marketing, Inc.
(310) 540-8595
Nakazawa Insurance Services
(310) 771-1500
FIA Insurance Services, Inc.
(626) 795-7059

VAN NUYS
Panorama Insurance Agency Inc. 
(818) 781-6630

** Insert any legal disclosures i.e. underwritten by CWIC etc.	

The Trusted Choice for In-Home Care

Home Care Assistance is proud to have partnered 
with Millennia Personal Care Services to bring 
customized home care to the Japanese Community.

Our exclusive approach to wellness for older adults, the 
Balanced Care Method™, is based on the scientifically 
studied lifestyles of the long-living elders of Okinawa, 
Japan. This approach is focused on nutrition, physical 
activity, social engagement and purpose and aims to 
enhance your loved one’s overall health and quality of life. 

888-285-4913 I HomeCareAssistance.com/Millennia

Call us today! 日本語でどうぞ！ ケアギバー募集! 未経験者歓迎！ 
各医療保険、 年金など福利厚生が充実

The Japanese Community’s Premier Provider 
of In-Home Senior Care



If you would like to register online for our TNK classes, enter “https://www.jci-gardena.org/tnk-online-classes.html” into your internet browser 
and scroll down to the registration form!

友の会オンラインクラスに参加ご希望の方は、インターネットブラウザーで “https://www.jci-gardena.org/tnk-online-classes.html” 
を開いていただき、下の登録ページに行ってください。
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Tomo No Kai Corner

We know many of you are eagerly awaiting the time when GVJCI 
reopens, and we wish we could tell you when that may be, but, 
for now, we all need to stay safely at home. As many of you know, 
we have transitioned several TNK classes into online using Zoom. 
We’ve truly enjoyed seeing students and teachers come together 
again to not only take part in fun activities but also learn and con-
nect with each other through technology. We also offered classes 
and individual instructions teaching students how to connect 
their devices to register and take these online classes. However, 
since our closure, there has been a drastic decrease in our senior 
class participation, as many TNK members are waiting for GVJCI’s 
facilities to reopen. With our reopening date unknown and unfor-
tunately not in the near future, we hope that many of you might 
reconsider learning how to take TNK classes online this year. We 
will be offering more classes as well as exclusive monthly classes! 
We are also changing the TNK class fee structure beginning this 
year. Instead of paying per class, you will now pay a $30 monthly 
participation fee, and you can take any number of classes for that 
month. We hope that this will make it easier for you to register and 
participate. 

Please make sure you renew your TNK membership for 2021! Our 
staff is ready to assist you whether it’s preparing your device (smart-
phone, tablet, laptop, computer, etc.) or helping you set up Zoom! 
Simply call our office (310) 324-6611 and someone will call you 
back to assist you.

私たちガーデナ平原日本文化会館が再開する日を皆様が首を長く
して待ってくださっていることを知っていますが、残念なことに
それがいつになるかは現状ではわかりませんし、今は安全対策と
して外出ぜず自宅で過ごす必要があります。多くの方がご存知な
ように、私たちは数々の友の会クラスはZoomを使いオンライン
に移行してきました。私たちはみな様や先生方に再びお会いして
楽しい時間を過ごすだけでなく、いろいろと学び、更にテクノロ
ジーを駆使して繋がっていることを心から喜んでいます。私たち
は皆様にコンピューターやタブレット、スマートフォーンなどの
使い方を個人個人にサポートしオンラインクラス登録をするお手
伝い、またそのようなクラスも提供しました。しかし、閉館後シ
ニアの方々の参加者数は大幅に減り、たくさんの友の会メンバー
の方々はキャンパスが再開することをお待ちになっています。残
念ですが現在のところ近い将来、再開できる見込みがない中で、
もう一度友の会オンラインクラスに参加することを考えてくださ
るように望んでいます。今までのクラスに加え毎月特別に提供さ
れるクラスもあります。今年から友の会オンラインクラスの受講
料が変更になりました。毎回クラスごとにお支払いただいていま
したが、月額30ドルで無制限にクラスに参加していただけます。
皆様が簡単に登録参加していただけることを願っています。

どうか2021年友の会メンバーシップ更新をお願いします！　私た
ちスタッフはどんなディバイス(スマートフォン、タブレット、ラ
ップトップ、コンピューターなど)の使い方またはズームのセット
アップをお手伝いできます。(310) 324-6611にお電話をくださ
い。オフィス一同、お待ちしております。

Tsuge, Marilyn & Mike
Tyshchuk, Tetiana 
Uchida, Reiko & Christopher
Unten, Florence S.
Uwahori, Sadae
Uyeda Chau, Joyce
Vela, Ray
Vorreiter, Atsuko
Wada, Joan
Wagner, Kristi
Wakinaka, Vickie
Watanabe, Donald & Wayne
Watanabe, Joyce
Watanabe, Stanley & Bonnie
Watanabe, Sue
Wauke, Kelli
Weber, Sharon
Wehara, Itsuko
Willoughby, Aileen Kitaoka
Winters, Jane
Witte, Janet & Michael
Wu, Pamela
Yabuno, Steve & Vicki
Yamada, Jun & Nobuko
Yamada-Clayton, Jenny
Yamaguchi, Tomiko
Yamamoto, David & Denise
Yamamoto, Susan
Yamanaka, Flora
Yamane, Dick & Judy
Yamasawa, Hazel
Yamashita, Nicole
Yi, Pong
Yokota, Susumu & Norma
Yokota, Tatsuo & Phuclan
Yonemura, Harry
Yonemura, Itsuko
Yoshiba, Ann
Yoshida, Mae & Clayton
Yoshida, Suzanne
Yoshii, Lil
Yoshiyama Family
Zavala, Alfredo

$20 - $99
Abe, Toyoko
Adachi, Helen
Ageno, Jodi
Aiboshi, Scott & Iris
Aihara, Christine
Ajioka, Masako
Akiyama, Dano
Al Alami, Amal
Alas, Julio  
Anonymous
Anel, Marie
Anzai, Yoshimi
Aoki, Dennis
Aoki. Daniel
Araki, Diane
Arata, Elaine
Arita-Iriye, Kelly
Asato, Becky
Awakuni, Dorothy & Family 
Bouza, Roan
Brilliant, Thatcher
Campbell, Alicia
Cantu, Caleb
Carroll, James
Chen, Lai (FOR Teams Unicorn
  Warrior & Knights)
Chiba, Christine
Connett, Susan
Dann, Dawn
Dean, Darnell & Naomi
Design E Ing
Doi, Dianne
Doi, Jayne & Joseph
Dong, Steve

Doyle, Lisa
Dumancas, Sylvia
Dumkrieger, Georgeann
Ebara, Kacey Takashi
Ebihara, Junko  
Eguchi, Karen
Eguchi, Lynda
Eguchi, Marcia
Endo, David
Enoki, Michiko
Enomoto, Tom
Esquivel-Ize, Adiel & Amirah
Ford, Umeno
Fuh, Dawn
Fujimoto, Maya 
Fujimoto, Randall
Fujimoto, Raymond & Sandy Setsuko
Fujinami, Setsuko
Fujioki, Ruby
Fujita, Yuki & Grace
Fukuchi, Sumi I. & Saburo
Fukumoto, Masuo
Fukunaga, Lisa
Furutani, Warren & Lisa
Gara, Erika & Joel
Gersen, Jeremy & Toni
Gillen, Alice
Goya, Masao
Guzman, Mercedes
Hada, Larry & Susan
Hailes, Shareef
Hamada, Jack
Hamamoto, Marsha
Hanai, Nobuki
Hanoa, Amy
Hara, Chizuko
Harada, Jack
Harashina, Tatsuro
Hard, Karen
Hashimoto, Jane
Hashimoto, Jerry & Kinuko
Hata, Joan & Gary
Hatashita, Suliene Patti & Gerry
Hayashi, Sharon  
Henderson, Jane
Higa, Joyce
Higa, Kaitlyn
Higashi, Yoshiye
Hinkson, Takako & Roger
Hiraga, Akiko
Hirami, Hideko 
Hirano, Donna
Hirano, Wendy 
Hirata, Carol
Hirayama, Joyce & Dale
Hirose, Denko
Hirose, Philip
Ho, Amy
Holman, Herb
Homan, David
Hong, Paulina
Hori, Harriet
Hotta, Joey
Ichinaga, Karlyn
Ida, Doreen
Ida, Maya
Ihori, David & Kristine
Ikefugi, David F.  & Chiyoko
Ikehara, Pablo & Toyama, Elisa
Ikemoto, D.O. & J.K.
Ikuta, Yoichi
Imahase-Zavala, Yukiko
Imai, Jane
Imatomi, Julie
Imose, Takashi & Mae
Inadomi, Michael
Inatomi, James & Peggy
Inouye, Tomoko
Irie, Eunice

Iriye, Kelly
Irizawa, Ciana
Iseri, Joe & Yasuko
Ishida, Brian
Ishida, Kristin
Ishigo, Nancy
Ishihara, Annie
Ishihara, Hiroko & Takashi
Ishikawa, Derek, Sydney & Keni
Ishiyama, Mamiko
Iwai, Briana
Iwai, Makoto
Iwamoto, Henry
Iwamoto, Irene
Iwanaga, George
Iwanaka, Gavin
Iwasaki, Joni
Iwata, Lauren
Izawa, Marion
Jolly, Wilma
Kaba-Dien, Keri
Kadogawa, Miyako
Kadomiya, Ruth
Kajikawa, Ken
Kakehashi, Suzy
Kaku, Andrew
Kaku, Shari
Kameya, Glen
Kaminishi, Judi
Kamiya, Mary 
Kaneko, Kevin
Kaneshiro, Naomi
Kariya, Janet
Kashiwagi, Paul & Akiko
Kato, Eiko & Hirokatsu
Kato, Joanne & Kenneth
Kawakami, Kristi
Kawakami, Samantha
Kawasaki, Ron 
Kido, Robert & Hisako
Kim, Jenny
Kimura, Carolyn
Kimura, Lisa & Ron
Kimura, Robert
Kimura, Tsuyoshi
Kishita, Ema
Kita, Alan & Dawn
Kitamura, Aya
Kitazawa, Stanley & Lynn
Kobata, Keith & Robin
Kochiyama, Maya
Koga, Gary
Koga, Ryoko
Kondo, Kei & Yoko Miller
Kotake, K.
Koyanagi, Geraldine & Reiko
Kozawa, Minori & Peggy
Kranz, Emiko
Ku Art by MaeJean
Kubo, Kenneth & Harriet
Kuboyama, Sandra
Kumagai, Robert (Bob) N. & S.
Kurashima, Sharon
Kuriyama, Donna
Larson, Yasuko
Laurens, Jennifer A. & Chris S.
Lavorico, Alan and Geraldine
Lee, Catharine 
Lee, Irene
Lee, Samantha
Lem, Thomas
Lim, Matthew
Longo II, Alexander
Maehara, Eric
Mahoney, Ikuko
Mallari, Luke
Mamiya, Seiji
Mano, Monica
Mano, Ron

Maruyama, Kazuko
Maruyama, Phyllis
Masaoka, Mark & Kathy
Masaoka, Stanley
Masaoka, Terry
Masuda, Candace
Mato, John
Matsubayashi, Bob
Matsuda, Florence & Lawrence
Matsumoto, Mickey & Frances
Matsumura, Mitchell & Gail
Matsuura, Naomi K.
Mayeda, Eileen
Mayeda-Jones, Joyce
Mayeda, Stephanie
Meissner, Takako
Michihara, Raymond
Miike, Jean & Russel
Mikami, Jean
Miketa, Alice
MIller, Yoko
Mine, Hiroko
Minei, K. David & Soyoung Alicia
Mitani, David
Miura, Paula
Miwa, Alan & Christine
Miyamoto, Kari
Miyamura, Julie
Miyamura, Stella
Miyano, Colleen
Miyashiro, Edward
Molinelli, Barbara
Molinas, Suzette
Monroe, Dorothy
Montoya, Mark  &  Kajiwara, Noriko
Morack, James P. & Simmons, Carol
Morimoto, Chizuko
Morimoto, Jacqueline
Morishita, Lois N.
Morita, Jolene
Morita, Kathryn
Moromisato, Shirley
Motoyasu, Paul
Mukai-Marinas, Anita
Murakami, Jeff & Christine
Muraoka, Joy  
Murata, Caren
Nagami, Steph
Nagano, Stephen
Nagao,  Shirley N.
Naito, Chris
Nakada, Hisashi
Nakagawa, Robert
Nakahara, Linda
Nakaiye, Reiko
Nakama, Lorraine & Caballero, Kathy
Nakamoto, Jane
Nakamoto, Sachiko
Nakamura, Atsuko
Nakamura, Dylan
Nakamura, Hideki & Fumie
Nakamura, John
Nakamura, Lilly
Nakamura, Lynda
Nakamura, Tami
Nakaoka, Grant & Tracy
Nakashima, Corey T.
Nakatani, Dorothy
Narikawa, Tim & Erika
Narimatsu, Julie & Gary
Nishi, Carol
Nishi, Koko & Katsuya & Lila
Nishida Hendler, Florence
Nishida, Yoshiko N.
Nishihira, Sandy
Nishikawa, R.E.
Nishikawa, Yoko
Nobuhara, Mary Ellen
Nomura, Jim
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Exciting New Changes to TNK Classes! 
友の会オンラインクラスが新しく変わります！
By: Stephanie Mayeda, Program Manager &
Chikako Roper, Bilingual Programs Coordinator

On December 13th we had 
a TNK Holiday Food Drive in 
lieu of our annual Christmas 
party! We gave out bags filled 
with Japanese foods as well as 
our 2021 calendar! We ended 
2020 with 613 total members. 
Thank you to all our TNK 
members!

Established on May 31, 1979, the GVJCI Tomo No Kai 
or Senior Citizen Friendship Society was formed to pro-
mote and support programs at the GVJCI for the senior 
community, as well as to provide recreational and social 
activities such as the annual Christmas party. Your 
membership dues, class participation fees, and, and 
donations support senior programs and GVJCI facility 
operations. Thank you very much for your participation 
and support!



FEBRUARY
LA FOOD BANK 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
WEDS, FEB 3, MAR 3, APR 7, MAY 5, 9-10AM
GVJCI Parking Lot
Food distribution takes place regularly on 
the first Wednesday of the month. 10-12 
lb boxes of shelf stable items for seniors 
60 years and older. 1st come, 1st served. 
1 box per car. NO RSVPs. To maintain 
social distancing, this distribution is drive-
thru only; no walk-ins please. As a cour-
tesy to our staff and volunteers, please 
put on a face mask before you enter the 
lot. Please do NOT line up your cars prior to 9AM. All cars must 
enter coming east through the W 162nd street entrance. 

ADULTING WORKSHOP: FINANCIAL
LITERACY
SAT, FEB 6, 2-4PM
Online
Looking to get your finances in order? How do I start planning 
for retirement? Join us for this free financial literacy workshop 
where we’ll cover everything from how to build a budget and 
eliminate debt efficiently to how to invest for retirement and 
other financial goals. In this workshop, you’ll learn how to create 
and implement a proper financial plan that will set you up for 
success. 

This workshop will be presented by Jared Tanimoto, a Certified 
Financial Planner™ practitioner and founder of Ascent Wealth 
Advisors. Jared is the President of the Financial Planning Asso-
ciation of Orange County, a non-profit with over 500 of the top 
financial planners in the OC area. Join us and be on your way to 
reaching your financial goals!  This is a FREE event but donations 
are welcome! Visit the “Events’ page on our website to register!

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 2021
MON, FEB 22 - SAT, FEB 27, 2-4PM
Online/GVJCI Website
Join us for a week long Day of Remembrance (DOR) 
online event! This year’s theme will be “collections,” and 
from Feb. 22-26, the community will be introduced to 
the GVJCI’s new archive webpage where various collec-
tions of resources about the Japanese American WWII 
experience in the form of stories, photographs, and 
videos will be shared with the public. From these col-
lections, viewers will gain new knowledge in the experi-
ences of Japanese Americans incarcerated during World 
War II. On Feb. 27th, we will be having a live online 
program via Zoom. The program will feature interviews 
from various individuals and organizations featured 
throughout the week of DOR.

Admission is FREE, but donations are greatly appreci-
ated! Program capacity is limited. To register for this 
event, please visit https://www.jci-gardena.org/day-of-
remembrance.html. 

This program is co-sponsored by The George and Sakaye 
Aratani CARE Award and UCLA’s Asian American 
Studies Center.

MARCH 
ONLINE SMARTPHONE CLASS
MON, MAR 3-APR 12 (NO CLASS 3/22), 10-11AM
Online
Android and iPhone. Each class is a mix of prerecorded video 
and live instruction via Zoom. Students will be given videos to 
watch on their own each week and then attend a weekly Zoom 
class with the instructor. For registration, please visit the “Se-
niors” section of our website and click on “Senior Tech Classes.” 
Fee is $10 per class or $50 for whole 6 week series.

HINAMATSURI 
SAT, MAR 7, 2-3PM
Online
Celebrate Girl’s Day online with GVJCI! We’ll be learning about 
the history and traditions of Hinamatsuri through activities 
and cooking! Participation fee is $5. Please visit our website to 
register.

TOMODACHI ONLINE BAKING 
WORKSHOP SERIES
SAT, MAR 27, APR 17, & MAY 1, 2-4PM
Online
Join us for another Tomodachi Online Baking Workshop series 
as we learn to bake trendy Japanese desserts all from the com-
fort of your own home! This time we’ll be a workshop each for 
ages 8-12, ages 13-17, and a Mother’s Day baking workshop! 
This series is taught by Kenzie Tokuchi and registration is $5 
per participant per workshop. Please see our website for more 
information on what we will be baking for each workshop and to 
register!

MAY
KODOMO NO HI (CHILDREN’S DAY)
SAT, MAY 8, 2-3PM
Online
Join us for some fun and games for our virtual 
Kodomo No Hi, also known as Children’s Day! 
Learn about the traditions behind this holiday 
as well as participate in fun cultural activities! 
Registration is $5 per child. To sign up and for 
more information, please visit the “Events” 
section of our website!

GVJCI RESTAURANT FUNDRAISERS
Thank you for your support of our Drive-Through Restaurant 
fundraisers. Our hope is to continue to help our local restaurant 
partners through these challenging times, with a percentage of 
the proceeds going to support the GVJCI.

Our next planned restaurant fundraiser will be with Shin-Sen-
Gumi and is scheduled for sometime in March 2021. In light of 
the increasing COVID-19 numbers, we will be holding off on 
Drive-Through Restaurant fundraiser pick up at the GVJCI for 
now. Instead, we will be creating a flyer for you to use at select 
Shin Sen Gumi restaurants. Call ahead, place your order with any 
of the restaurants noted below and pick up your food when it’s 
ready.  

Participating Shin Sen Gumi Restaurants
     -   Shin-Sen-Gumi Yakitori
     -   Shin-Sen-Gumi 2GO
     -   Shin-Sen-Gumi Hakata Ramen Gardena

Please mention this fundraiser when placing your order and 
present a copy of the flyer at pick up so the GVJCI can receive 
credit for a share of the proceeds. Please visit our website at 
https://www.jci-gardena.org/drive-thru-restaurant-fundraiser for 
more details and to print a copy of the flyer.  

If you haven’t already, please sign up to receive our emails at 
https://www.jci-gardena.org/join-our-email-list.html, and follow 
us on Instagram and Facebook for updates.

Thank you to our 2020 Restaurant Fundraiser Partners!
     Azay Little Tokyo
     Azuma
     Cherrystones
     Gardena Bowl Coffee Shop
     Painter’s Tape
     The Loft

Please join us for a 2-week long virtual summer camp! Activities 
will take place on Zoom, Monday through Friday from 10AM-
12PM each day. Campers will participate in fun, educational 
activities centered around the Nikkei experience as well as 
attend virtual field trips! 
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Save-the-Date!
2021 GVJCI Virtual Matsuri Fundraiser

Date: June 21-25, 2021

Location: GVJCI website, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube

We hope you’ll join us!

& APRIL
SAVE THE DATE!
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CALENDAR


