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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Happy New Year 2026 from our Staff and Board at the Gardena Valley

/In This Newsletter
Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI)! We are extremely grateful for the Donor List 5
support you give to the GVJCI and the community. Our roots date back Calendar 6
to 1912 with the formation of the Moneta Gakuen, a Japanese language GVICT News g
school, and then later, the establishment of Gardena and Compton i
Gakuen. GVJCI exists today because of these immigrant founders’ Tomo No Kai z

hopes, foresight, vision, struggles, and hard work. We continue today to Member Org News
serve the South Bay Nikkei community, which is multi-faceted and | /

comprises five or more generations, as well as, recent immigrants,

mixed-race and mixed-culture.

Thank you for the support you gave GVJCI in 2025. It enabled us to complete the following campus upgrades: more
security system upgrades, paint and flooring in the GVJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall, Gramercy Place perimeter
fence and gate replacement. We also held several successful events. We collaborated with the Nichi Bei Foundation to
offer the Films of Remembrance, a different form of our GVJCI Day of Remembrance with a series of films on the
forced removal and incarceration of Japanese Americans in American concentration camps during World War Il. We held
a lively 4th Annual GVJCI Izakaya with delectable food, drink and Japanese City Pop. In June, we celebrated our theme
of a South Bay tradition with the 2025 GVJCI Matsuri bringing the community together for a day of great food, fun and
festivities. We held our 1st Annual GVJCI Car Show Fundraiser and Pinewood Derby Race as a fun family event with an
amazing display of 42 classic cars, held our 9th Annual GVJCI Art Show featuring beautiful works of local South Bay
artists, and we brought back the lively Elemental Funk Concert with a Masquerade theme! Our programs and services
continued strong with our growing Japanese Language School in-person and online classes, our weekday delicious and
nutritious Senior Bento Program provided by Painter’s Tape, and our weeklong cultural heritage Tanoshii Fun Camp in
its 17th year sharing cultural traditions, values, and history with children and their families. We hosted five amazing
summer interns, which included an intern from Japan through the Lighthouse Internship. We continued our delicious
Ouchi-Gohan Workshops of Japanese home cooking techniques, Senior Smartphone classes in English and Japanese,
and had many other happenings all year!

All of this would not be possible without you, our Donors, and for the
generous support that you give. We also thank our Event Sponsors and AR .
program Grant Funders whose funding made a significant impact. We ~ :
are truly grateful for the various ways that we received support

through our fundraising efforts, volunteerism, and participation in our .
programs, services and events. We truly couldn’t have carried out our K ..
work to serve the community without you—thank you! Please stay @ e
safe, healthy, and happy, and we look forward to seeing you in 2026!!!

With sincere kansha, ‘ ‘

Alison Kochiyama ———
Executive Director



THANKYOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

GVJCI’s supporters through grants and donations received between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025. (If we

inadvertently missed any names, please let our office know.)

$52,000+
Mapfre USA @

$25,000 - $51,999
Kodama, Mitchell & Esther

$5,000 - $24,999
Anonymous @ 2

Inouye, Eric & Diana @
Keiro Senior Healthcare « @
Komori, Marian @

Santa Monica Nikkei Hall
Fund

King's Hawaiian

Yamato, Judy “:

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous ;

Colletti, Mihoko

Fisher, Roy & Debra

FIA Insurance @

Fujii, Raymond :
Furukawa, Norman & Linda

Gary & Cheryl Nakata Gift
Fund @

Hamada, Paul & Kathy
Hirano Homes

Hirata, Linda @

lizuka, Melvin

Inouye, Tomoko
Innovate Marketing Group
JINS Eyewear US, Inc.

Kaji & Associates

Kimura, Joyce S. @

Little Tokyo Service Center -
South Bay

Morioka, Dennis & Velda

Nakakura, Kenneth & Doris

Nichi Bei Foundation

Nikkei Credit Union

Nishio, Yvonne @

Nomura, Jon & Kathy @
Oda, Warren & Chang, Juliet
S L @

Onishi, Masako @

Oyama, Saeko @

Pegasus Maintenance &
Facility Service «:

Rascals Teriyaki Grill
Shibata, Raymond & Sharon

Shimabuku, Hazel @+
South Bay FOR @&
Sugimoto, Donna

Taira, Norman & Kathleen

Terao DDS, Ernest & Ellen «:
The George and Sakaye
Aratani CARE Award and
UCLA Asian American Studies
Ctre

Tomo No Kai Senior Craft
Class 2%

Tran, Michelle on behalf of the
Kibota Family @

U.S. Bank

Weber, Terry & Sharon @
Yoshii, Lil @

$500 - $999

Anonymous i @€

Baca, Megan & Lafayette
School

B&G House of Printing
Corral -360 LLC

Hori, Bryan & Kathryn
Ishimoto, Joyce

Kimura, Alice

Kobayashi, Colleen & Edward
L 4

Koyanagi, Stan & Teri @
Matsushita, James & Patsy
Mayeda, Glenn & Janet #: @
Mochidome, Ruby @
Mochinaga, Dean & Sandie

Nakamoto, Cy @

Nakano, Helen & George
Nakashima, Lex @
Nakatsu, Wayne & Karen :
Nikkei Socials

Nishihira, Violet & Joe %
Osa, Susan @
Oshiro, Jean
Rose Hills Foundation T
Shudo, David #:

Sumi, Senichi & Hiroko
Taga, Hiroyuki & Janet

L 4

12N

Toyota Corporate Matching
T

Uwabhori, Sadae «:
Wu-Kochiyama, Pamela @
Yamauchi, Dr Bryce & Cheryl

Yuki, Wallace

$250 - $499

Anonymous @< @
Arakawa, Glen Y.
Benson, Charles

Dawson, Deborah

Doi, Gail &

Dojiri, Julie M. @

Farmer, Jane & Neil
Fujioka, Ruby

Fukui Mortuary «:
Fukumoto, Janis %
Gardena Valley Nisei Club @
Gohata, Ted & Linda
Hata, Donald

Hirayama, Joyce & Dale
Honda, Craig - @

Honda Guys

lkeda, Kenneth

Ishigo, Norma

Ishiki, Dennis

Kane, Sallie & Rick:
Kochiyama, Alison & Jimmy

Kohama, Jean @ - i:
Kotani, Kerilyn & Makoto

@
Lee, Catherine & Tracy @

Lopez Jr, Juan

Matsushita, Osamu
Matsuura, Jennifer @+
Mayewaki, Gerald

Mikami, Richard & Ann @
Mitani, Dave & Terri @
Mitsubishi Pencil Corporation

Miyake, Lorene @
Miyamura, Stella & Wallace

Mochizuki, Gilbert & Kaneko,
Fumi

Morimoto, Lily & Andre
Motoyama, Ray & Mariko @

Nakao, Susan lkeda & Stanley

Nakashima, Diana & Harvey
L A

Nakata, Bob & Taeko «:
Nakayama, Tomoko :
Okamoto, Ben & Joanne
Okazaki, Shirley

Oyama, Jane & Wendell @
Ozaki, Joe & Aiko Mary:
Ozaki, Joseph & Grace #:
PayPal Giving Fund @
Robbins, Robyn

Saalfeld, Michelle #:
Sakamoto, Dan & Setsuko
Sakamoto, Eileen & Roy %
Sanada, Glenn & Donna #: @
Soderberg, Erik & Wendy

Tabata, Lynnie

Tani, Edward & Victoria
Toyooka, Akiko & Henry
Wakinaka, Vickie «:
Yamanaka, Marcus @
Yamasaki, James & Lyn
Yoshida, Mae & Clayton
Yoshii, Edna

$100 - $249

A1 Electric Automotive
Accessories

Aiboshi, Scott & Iris %
Akiyama, Miles & Mika @
America’s Charities @
Anonymous ¢

Agee, Shoko & Keith «:
Aihara, Christine & Douglas

Akashi, Kathy

Aoki, Masumi & Gene
Arakawa, Takeko

Asato, John & Michiko #:
Bergeron, Joan Shinkai
Block, Kathy

Boeing Co Corporate Giving
T

Boy Scout Troop 683
Cerda, Tasha - City of
Gardena Mayor @
Charities Aid Foundation
America @



Chiang, Annie

Ching, Deborah F. «:
Chuck, Stuart & Catherine
Endo

Chuman, Christine &
Shunsuke

Comcast T

Dobashi, Carol

Dohzen, Jeffrey Tsuyoshi
Duran, Traci®:

Ebihara, Teruaki #:
Enomoto, Richard :

EOS Accountants LLP T
Flower, Nellie @

Francis, Paulette - City of
Gardena Council Member @
Fuijii, Iris =2

Fujimoto, Randall &

Fujita, Jeanne & Gary
Fujita, Yuki & Grace
Fujiwara, Andres

Furutani, Warren & Lisa
Futami, R. & T. #:

Hanoa, Amy

Hanoa, Patrick & Sharon @
Hashizume, Kevin
Hayakawa, George & Betty

Hayashi, Yoshiko:
Hayashida, Marion :

Higa, George & Paully
Hinkley, Kyoko & Todd #:
Hirokawa, Cathy «:

Hirata, Erick & Lisa @
Honda, Diane

Horii, Brian

Howes, Yuko %

Hsu, Ling-Hsin & Chia-Hua,
Jeremy i

Ida Ingman, Doreen - @
Ikemoto, Paul «:

Imatomi, Jennie & Cheryl

Imura, Danielle @
Inafuku, Jo Ann @
Inatomi, Peggy %
Inose, Kay
Inouye, June & Michael
Ito, Shoko @+
Jensen, Gerard
Kaida, Jim «:
Kameya, Glen #:
Kaneshiro, John
Kato, Isao & Mary
Kawaguchi, William

Kawamura, Kenneth
Kikuta, Gayle & Dan
Kinsey, Myra

Kiriyama, Judy«:
Kishi-Phillips, Kathleen &
Phillips, John @

Kitagawa, Lillian & Makoto
Kobayashi, Steve & June %
Kochiyama, Aliya
Kochiyama, Christopher:
Kochiyama, Kahlil "« %:@
Kochiyama, Maya
Kochiyama-Holman, Audee
L 4

Koga, Peggy #:

Kojima & Oka LLP.
Komoda, Kazuaki

Kozawa, Colleen

Kubota, Steve & Cheryl «:
Kuramoto, Frances @
Kurashima, Sharon & Justin

Kushigemachi, Masao & Peggy

Kuwahara, Arthur
Kuwahara, Ken S.
Kuwahara, Masayuki & Taeko

Lavorico, Alan & Geraldine #:
Lighthouse Careers EX Corp.

Maeda, Tom %

Masai, Norman & Amy
Masukawa, Cheryl
Matsuda, Noreen & Nobuko

Matsumoto, Sachi
Matsumoto, Laverne «:
Matsushima, Paul & Monica

Mayeda, Karen T.

Miceli, Kathy

Mikami, Richard & Jean «:
Mikami, Lynn

Mikamo, Karen #:

Mito, Alice %

Miyamoto, Sheri «:
Miyasato, James & Jane #:@
Mizushima, Marcus @
Mori, Richard & Patricia
Morimoto, Judy @
Motoyasu, Judi :
Munekata Wilhelm, Sheri «:
Murakami, Charles & Merle

Murakami, June & Kameki
Murata, Paul @

Nagao, Wayne
Nagashiki, John & Nancy
Nakahara, Linda #:
Nakamura, Debra #:
Nakano, Glen S.:

Nakao, Harumi & James #:
Nakasu, Kris

Nakasuji, Rose

Nakata, Harry & Cathy
Nakatani, David & Lily
Nakatsuka, Chika

Nichols, Bree

Nishimura, Ross & Elaine @
Nishio, Dennis
Noguchi, Brian @
Noguchi, Steve & Rachel
Nozaki, Janet & Kent
Oda, Dwight @

Oda, Yuri #:

Ogawa, Masao & Amy
Okamoto Kitchen #:
Okamura, Lyle %

Okazaki, Joyce %
Osaka-Rivera, Liz

Oshiro, Masanobu
Otsuiji, Ronald & Karen
Oyagi, Charles & Carol «:

Oye, Derek
Ozawa, Gerald & Tsuye, Jayne

Padilla, Armando & Darlene

Phillips, Amy & Kushigemachi,
Scott

Pierre, Mitsuko

Powers, Cindi #:

Ramos, Dolores - @
Rider, Toby

Saga Art

Saito, Doreen

Saito, Lorraine M.

Sakai, Janice %

Sakamoto, Kenneth & Ruth

Sakimoto, Michiko #:
Sanada, Elaine & Craig
Sasahara, Yoshiko
Sasaki, Jennifer :
Sasaki, Sherry «:

Seo, Becky

Shima, Ann & Michael #:
Shimasaki, Robin @

Shimatsu, Jane

Shimizu, Richard & Cindy «:
Shimokochi, Gail #:
Shinsengumi Foundation, Inc.

Shishido, Shirley

Shishima, Paul & Kay @
South Bay Harmony
Women’s Choral @

Suda, Stanley & Elaine
Sueda, Irene

Suga, Naoko

Sugita, Dennis & Janet
Sugita, Wayne & Marlene
Suzuki, Roy & Terri
Tahara, Randi «:

Tahata, William

Takahashi, Phyllis
Takamori, Alvin &
Mochidome, Debbie @
Takamori, Gilbert «:
Takano, Jeanne @

Tanaka, Kouichi & Grace
Tanigawa, Linda & Clifford «:
Taniguchi, Pat «:

Tanimoto, Yorinobu & Kaoru
L 4

Tanimura, ltsumi %
Tarumoto, Paul

Tenpo Suya, Susan
Tokishi, Patsy & Willie @
Tokudomi, Virginia %:
Toyama, Tim & Yoshida,
Naomi

Tsuchimori, James :
Tsuge, Marilyn & Mike &
Tsuji, Setsuko -~ @

U Yi, Pong «:

Uehara, Tadao @

Unten, Florence

Urata, Doreen & Sidney
Usui, Mark @

Uyeda, Russell @
Uyemura, Kenneth & Diane

Vorreiter, Atsuko
Weiner, Stacy

Yabuno, Steve & Vicki
Yamamoto, Law Offices of
David K

Yamamoto, Arlene #:
Yamamoto, Susan
Yamane, Dick & Judy %
Yamane, Hideo & Keiko
Yamasawa, Hazel



Yamashiro, Teri %

Yano, Ronald & Julia

Yi, Michael #:
Yoshimura, Eileen & - @
Yoshizawa, Hidehiko
Zampol, Jane @

$50 - $99
Abercrombie, Hisae %
Agena, Jayne %
Alquijay, Jennifer
Anonymous %

Aoki, Nancy & Tak #:
Arai, Fumi & Seiko
Arakaki, Robin & Jo Ann

Araki, Diane

Araki, Theresa
Arakawa, Mary @

Chan, Michael

Chiu, Phyllis@®@

Cuaresma, Nick

Doi, Dianne

Ericksen, Robert & Yoshii,
Brian %

Fox Corporation T

Fuijii, Stanley «:

Fujita, Darleen

Funada, Ellen «:
Hamamoto, Akiko @
Handel's Homemade Ice
Cream

Higashi, Paula «:

Hino, Rob & Nina

Hirano, Derek & Michelle «:
Hirayama, Brian %
Ishikawa, Derek & Jayne@®
Iwasaki, Joni

Jeffery, Anita @

Kaida, Kenneth #:
Kaminishi, Gail «:
Kawaminami, Janice
Kawashiri, Patricia & Yu :
Kika, James :

Kobata, Gerald
Kochiyama, Ryan
Kuniyoshi, Jane «:
Kuwabara, Mike
Larson, Charles & Carol:
Mah, Donald & Julie %
Matsunaga, Sandra
Maui Chicken, Shawn Park
Mayeda, Karen
Mayemura, Louise %
McCoy, Charanya %:

Mitani, Scott

Miyamoto, Alan & Joann
Miyashiro, Vicky
Murata, Michael

Nagao, Stanley & Shirley
Nagasaki, Sharon & Jeff «:
Nagata, JC

Nagatani, Janice
Nakagawa, Robert @
Nakamura, Eric %

Nakano, Erich & Viera, Sandra

Narasaki, Kristine %

Nishi, Lila @

Noda, Gene & Miho:

Oda, Suzuko & Takashi @
Okamura, Dean:
Okumoto, Akiko
Oleksak, Leslie «:

Osato, Sharon & Takeyuki @
Oshiro, Alan

Roper, Chikako & Ed @
Sales, Efren & Doll-Sales,
Dolores

Sakura-ya %

Sato, Conrad

Selapack, Emiko @

Shibata, Hisayo %:
Shimasaki, Janel “: €@
Shimizu, Jason & Teri
Shimizu, Spencer & Dawn %
Shiraga, Thomas & Vivian @
Shizumura, Norman
Sugai, Doris %

Takaki, Susann & George
Tanaka, Russ #:

Tanaka, Yae @

Taniguchi, Takako @
Tokudomi, Carole #:
Tomooka, Sandy & Robert
Uno, Fumiko & Hideo
Van Hoy, Linda®:

Waki, Tetsuo #:

Wang, Oliver «:
Willoughby, Aileen & Werner

Yamaguchi, Lisa
Yamamoto, Karen & Neal
Yamamoto, Masako @
Yamane, Marilyn & Don
Yasui-Yamabe, Mary

Yee, Torin & Kim
Yokota, Carole

Yokota, James & Gladys %
Yoon, Lynne @

Yoshinaga, Bernardita «:

TRIBUTES

$32,000+

In Memory of Brian T.
Mitsunaga

Brian T. Mitsunaga Memorial
Fund "« %2

$1,000 - $5,000
In Memory of Mark K. Ando
Ando, Kenji & Frances - @

In Honor of Justin Hada
Hada, Larry & Susan @

In Memory of Kay Ishii
Ishii, Lory

In Honor of George & Helen
Nakano
Sakata, Ross & Lynne @

In Memory of John & Peggy
Tsuruta
Tsuruta, John S @

$500 - $999

In Honor of Alison Kochiyama
The Rose Hills Foundation on
behalf of Derek Oye @

In Memory of Eleanor & Roy
Higa

Family of Eleanor & Roy Higa
L 4

In Memory of Myrna
Kawahara
Kaneda, Joyce

In Memory of Takayuki “Jack”
Kozaki, Mioka Kurihara Kozaki
& James Eakins

Eakins, Anna

In Memory of Doug
Mochidome
Mochidome, Ruby

In Memory of Kanji Sahara
Tang, Judy @

$100 - $499

In Memory of Dorothy &
Masao Awakuni
Anonymous @

In Memory of Sharon
Awakuni
Anonymous @

In Memory of May Cambra
Ikeda, Stephen R. @

Mori, Christopher @
Morimoto, Jaqueline @
Okazaki, Shirley @
Slemmons, Terri & Stephen
L 4

Tanaka, Keith & Lee, Shirley
L 4

In Memory of Sachi Fujikawa
Koga, Peggy @

In Memory of Phyllis Imamoto
Ono, Keiko; Ono Coffey,
Susan @

In Memory of Masaki Bros.
Trucking
Anonymous =

In Honor of Mr. Hachiro
Mayewaki

Kawaminami, Janice &
Zoerner, Cyril @

In Memory of Shirley Mikami
Kono, Cheryl; Ono Coffey,
Susan; Ono, Keiko; Ono,
Stephanie@

In Memory of Yoshiko
Mishima
Nishijima, Carol®@

In Memory of Doug
Mochidome

Anonymous @

Lee, Catherine & Tracy @
Mochidome, Grace & Ted @
Ninomiya, Kathlyn @
Sugiyama, Sharon @



In Memory of Iwao
Mochidome
Anonymous @

In Memory of Sadao
Mochidome
Anonymous @

In Memory of Shiro Ono
Inaba, Meiko; Ishimoto,
Joyce;

Matsuura, Carol; Mikami,
Lynn®@

In Memory of Erma Tahata
Hannah, Leanne @
Woatanabe, Sue@

In Honor of Alvin Takamori,
GVJCI Board President
Mochidome, Grace & Ted @
Ninomiya, Kathlyn &
Sugiyama, Sharon @

In Memory of Jean & Mas
Tamanaha
Tamanaha, Lynn «:

In Honor of Haru Watanabe
Kajikawa, Kendric & Manaka,
Lauri @

To $99
In Memory of Aileen Arakawa
Yamamoto, Karin %:

In Memory of May E.I.
Cambra

Adachi, Helen @
Koshi, Paul @

Mori, Lynn @

Morita, Yoco & Emiko @
Okawa, Jeanie @
Shimabuku, Hazel @
Sumida, June @
Suzuki, Stanley @
Tabata, Lynnie @
Yamamoto, Arlene®@

In Memory of Katsumi
Kogure

Braca, Elana & Victor;
Bridges, Lyndsey & Joseph;
Mandleman, Marvin @

In-Kind Donations of Items or
Services

ABC Nursery

Aiya America, Inc.

Aloha Platez & Shave Ice
Auntie's Cafe

Aunty Maile's

Azuma Japanese Restaurant
B & G House Of Printing
Bonjour French Pastry

C Stars Nursery

Centeno's Nursery
Cherrystone's

Commline Inc.

ConGlobal

Country Touch Café
Crenshaw Lumber

Elwood Nursery

Endo Chuck, Catherine
Ernest Terao DDS

FIA Insurance Services, Inc.
Gardena Bowl Coffee Shop
Garibaldo's Nursery
Giuliano's Delicatessen
H&H Nursery

Highlow Gift Shop

Hirano Homes Household
Horino Kim, Donna
Japangeles

Javier's Nursery

King's Hawaiian
Kochiyama, Jimmy

Lee, Tracy

Minato USA Corp
Mitsubishi Pencil Corp
Morinaga Nutritional Foods
Inc.

Mutual Trading Co Inc
Petersen Automotive
Museum

Rage Hair Salon

Rascals Teriyaki Grill

Sakae Sushi

Sakura-ya

Sapporo USA, Inc

Shibata, Sharon and Raymond
Shin-Sen-Gumi Group
Sunflower Farms

Tanaka Farms

The Loft Hawaiian Restaurant
Torrance Bakery

Universal Waste Systems Inc.
Vons Market

Wawa Claw

Vehicle Donations Minson, Lorrayne

Aceret, Linda Mukai, David
Chowosako, Angelina Nakagawa, Garrett
Hiraizumi, Gary Rusnik, John
Inafuku, Dale Sato, Akira

Itow, Richard Sato, Valerie
Kashiwabara, Miyoko Mary Shimamoto, Bob
Kato, Richard Sumi, Mark
Kochiyama, Kahlil Suzuki, Daryl

Tarumoto, Layne
Todoroki, Yoko

Tokubo, Bill

Tsurumaki, Shigeo Steve
Urada, Ronald
Yamamoto, James

Kumamoto, Karl
Kuroyama, Jon

Lum, Megan & Christopher
Manaka, Timothy

Masaki, James
Matsushima, Robert

CATEGORY SYMBOL
Events: Art Show, DOR, Izakaya [ ]
Fundraisers: Calendar, Car Show,

Elemental Funk Concert, Matsuri, Raffle

Facility Operation 2
Friends of GVJCI

General ™)
Programs: Bento Buddies, Family,

JLS, Seniors, Youth

Scholarships *
Sponsors: Events, Programs, Fundraisers

Grants S
Corporate & Matching Gifts T

CAR DONATION PROGRAM

Thinking of donating your vehicle to charity? Now you can, and at
the same time support GVJCI! We've teamed up with
Harold's Car Donation Service (HCDS).

1. Get started (choose one) LEITS &)

. (310) 324-6611 : GHARITV
Cars@JCl-Gardena.org

@@ JCl-Gardena.org/Cars

2. Free towing provided
(Disabled, junk, scrap & wrecked vehicles accepted)

3. All DMV paperwork handled at pickup

4. After the caris sold, your IRS tax receipt will arrive by mail

#: Donate you car, support GVJCI and enjoy a tax deduction :
It's a win-win!
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&2 JCl Calendar

FEBRUARY

SETSUBUN

SAT, FEB 7, 10AM-11AM

GVIJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
Celebrate Setsubun with GVJCI with fun
themed crafts and activities for children
ages 5-10. Participation fee is $5. Please
visit our website to register.

CREATE A BUSINESS PLAN

WORKSHOPS

TUES & THURS, FEB. 3, 5,10, 12,17,
19, 24, & 26, 7-9PM

GVIJCI Upstairs Classroom 205

This 8-part in-person workshop series will
walk small business owners step by step
through the process of building a
complete, customized business plan. Led
by Mariko Lochridge, Small Business
Programs Coordinator and 2024 LA
Conservancy Historic Preservation Award
recipient, the series will combine hands-
on exercises, case studies, and practical
tools to make business planning
approachable and useful. Special
emphasis will be placed on financial
planning—including budgeting,
forecasting, and revenue modeling.
Whether you're just starting out or
looking to strengthen an existing
business, this series will equip you with
the knowledge and skills to set yourself
up for long-term success.

GVJCI DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE: THEN
AND NOW: FROM WWII
INCARCERATION TO
TODAY'S ICE RAIDS -
JUSTICE DEMANDS OUR

VOICE

SAT, FEB 28, 2-4PM

GVIJCI Main Hall

GVIJCI will hold its annual Day of
Remembrance event in commemoration
of the forced removal and incarceration of
over 120,000 Japanese and Japanese
Americans during WWII. DOR
commemorates the signing of Executive
Order 9066, which caused the mass
removal and imprisonment of Japanese
Americans during World War .

This program features over 25 community
supporters who provide resources on
how to get involved in the community.
This year’s program will feature the
documentary film Betrayed: Surviving an
American Concentration Camp, followed by
a panel discussion which contextualizes
the historical events and examines the
parallels with present day events
involving ICE raids on immigrant
communities. This program is free to
attend. RSVP not required. For more
information, please visit the GVJCI
website.

MARCH

HINAMATSURI

SAT, MAR 7, 10AM-11AM

GVIJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
Celebrate Hinamatsuri with GVJCI with
fun themed crafts and activities for
children ages 5-10. Participation fee is $5.
Please visit our website to register.

NICHI BEI FOUNDATION
15th ANNUAL FILMS OF

REMEMBRANCE

SUN, MAR 29, 11:30AM-7:30PM
GVIJCI Main Hall

GVIJCl is proud to partner with the Nichi
Bei Foundation on their annual Films of
Remembrance event: a showcase of films
commemorating the forced removal and
incarceration of Japanese Americans in
American concentration camps during
World War Il. For more information,
please visit the GVJCI website.

APRIL

TANKA WRITING

WORKSHOPS

TUES, APR 7, 14, 21, & 28, 6PM-
7:30PM

GVIJCI Upstairs Classroom 205

Ever feel something so strong you can’t
quite put it into words? Tanka helps you
do just that. It's a short, Japanese-style
poem—only five lines—but it can hold a
lifetime of feeling, memory, and surprise.
Taught by poet and writer, Genie Nakano,
in this relaxed, hands-on workshop, we'll
read some tanka, talk about what makes

6

them tick, and then write our own. No
experience needed—just curiosity and an
open heart. You'll see how a few simple
lines can capture a mood, a moment, or
even a laugh. Participation fee is $10 per
workshop. Please visit our website to
register.

MIXED RACE IDENTITY

WORKSHOP

THURS, APR 9, 16, 23, 4PM-6PM
GVIJCI Upstairs Classroom 207/208
GVIJCI and Kizuna Little Tokyo are excited
to co-host a series of workshops and
discussions focusing on mixed race
identity within the Japanese American
and broader AAPI communities. We
believe that learning about one’s identity,
relating to other’s lived experiences, and
understanding our personal histories
while supporting each other's stories in a
group setting will highlight the ever-
changing landscape of these
communities. With support from guest
speakers and enriching hands-on
activities, we are really looking forward to
connecting and growing together. These
workshops are open to 15-20 high school
students, and you DO NOT need to
identify as mixed race, Japanese
American, or Asian American to
participate. This program is free to
participate. Please visit our website to
register.

SAVE-THE-DATE &

5th ANNUAL GVICI
GVICI IZAKAYA IZAKAYA
FRI, APR 17 FBERE

GVIJCI Nisei Veterans
Memorial Hall

We invite you to join us at our 5th Annual
GVJCI Izakaya Friday, April 17th!




OUCHI GOHAN COOKING
WORKSHOP: INARIZUSHI &

FUTOMAKI

SAT, APR 18, 10AM-12PM

GVIJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
This spring, learn to make a variety of
inarizushi and traditional futomaki with
Chef Mike Inouye. Chef Mike will teach
participants how to make various
delicious, fun fillings to go inside fried
tofu pouches, as well as demonstrate how
to make a perfectly rolled 7-ingredient
futomaki (or fat roll). Participation fee is
$80, or $20 to receive the recording of
the class only. Please visit our website to
register.

MANZANAR PILGRIMAGE
SAT, APR 25, 6AM-9PM

The annual community-wide Manzanar
Pilgrimage at the Manzanar Historic Site
will be on April 25th. Manzanar was the
site of an American WWII concentration
camp that was used to forcibly house
people of Japanese descent from 1942-
1945. The Pilgrimage Program features
speakers, performances, interfaith
religious ceremony, and community ondo.
Bus transportation reservations will be a
first come first serve basis, and
registration will end once spaces fill up.
Payment will guarantee registration.
Former incarcerees receive free
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310.803.0633
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transportation. If you would like to
reserve a seat on our bus, please visit the
GVJCI website to register or call the
GVIJCI Office at (310) 324-6611. Please
visit our website to register.

MAY

KODOMO NO HI

SAT, MAY 2, 10-11AM

GVIJCI Nisei Veterans Memorial Hall
Celebrate Kodomo No Hi with GVJCI with
fun themed crafts and activities for
children ages 5-10. Participation fee is $5.
Please visit our website to register.

ONDO (JAPANESE DANCE)

CLASSES

TUES, MAY 5, 12, 19, 26, 6-7PM
GVIJCI Breezeway

Get ready for the summer Japanese
festival season in our ondo (Japanese
dance) class for all ages taught by Alan
Kita! Each class is $5 to participate, and
all levels are welcome to join. Registration
is required in order to participate. Please
visit our website to register.

S

Scan the QR code with
your phone camera to
register for any of our
programs!
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We'll be your expert
care journey.

We care for your overall wellness, The
Balanced Care Methad™ is our proprietary
approach to care, [t focuses on overall
wellness, emphasizing nufrition, engage-
ment and social connection, and bringing
joy and meaning to each day

(D THEKEY

formerly Home Care Ausstance

Millennia

Purimal wars Garvice

Looking for a comprehensive care
solution for long-term aging at home?
We offer more than greal caregivers.

What makes TheKey different?

Buide along your (% Expertly traingd cangivies

(= Care focused on overall wellness

(% Personalized, flexible Care Plans

(= Ateam-based approach with
247 support
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& JClGardena Valley JCI News

GVIJCI STAFF UPDATES

We are pleased to introduce our new Programs Coordinator, Haruka Kawabata, who joined our staff in
November! Haruka shares, “I'm really happy to work in an environment where | can meet people in the
community and | enjoy working alongside such a friendly and warm team. I'm originally from Wakayama,
Japan and | came to the United States in 2023. | want to bring the experiences, culture and customs |
grew up with in Japan and use them here in the U.S. to connect with our community and contribute in
any way | can. The road is long ahead, with much | need to learn and do, but with the support and
guidance of the team, | know we will continue the great community here at JCI

NBICRZYyZe LTHICMb>fes 7OV SL0—T4 % —2—D)IiHBETAZCHBALET!
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We are saddened to announce that Judy Kawazoe, our Japanese Language School Principal, had to leave us in October
due to unforeseen personal circumstances. Judy made such a positive impact on our school and we will all miss her—

thank you, Judy!

APRIL DEADLINE FOR 2026 GVJCI SCHOLARSHIPS

GVIJCI High School Seniors Scholarship Application

The GVJCI awards annual scholarships to high school
seniors who live in the South Bay region of Los Angeles
County. Former and current GVJCI Japanese Language
School students who live outside of the South Bay region
may also apply.

Eligibility: Applicants must have been directly involved
with the GVJCI or GVJCI Member Organizations that
hold regular activity at the GVJCI. Emphasis is placed
upon GVJCI and other community involvement,
volunteerism and future goals. High school students
must have a minimum of a 2.5 GPA and have post-
secondary educational plans.

Scholarships available: Gary Hori Memorial Scholarship
($2,000), Gardena Valley JACL Scholarship ($2,000), and
the Gardena Valley Gardeners Association Legacy
Scholarship ($2,000), and other GVJCI scholarships.

Submission deadline is April 6, 2026 with award
notification in June.

Undergraduate/Graduate Scholarship Application
The Brian Takeo Mitsunaga Memorial Scholarship
($3,000) is available to current college and graduate
school students.

Eligibility: Applicants must be currently enrolled full-time
at a college, university, trade school, business school, or

any other institution of higher learning within the United
States at the undergraduate or graduate school level and
will be continuing in the Fall. A minimum 2.5 GPAis
required. Applicants must be directly and currently
involved with the GVJCI in some capacity (ex: GVJCI
Japanese Language School, GVJCI internships, GVJCI
programs and services, including GVJCl's Volunteer
Program). GVJCI member organization's involvement
ONLY would not qualify.

IN ADDITION TO ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS,
PLEASE NOTE: Previous recipients of a GVJCI
Undergraduate/Graduate Scholarship are not eligible to
reapply to this scholarship for additional years of their
undergraduate or graduate education. However, an
applicant who received a GVJCI High School Senior
Scholarship, is eligible to apply as an undergraduate or
graduate student; or a recipient of an undergraduate
scholarship is eligible to apply as a graduate student. In
short, individuals cannot apply in an attempt to receive
the same scholarship twice.

The applicant is responsible for submitting all materials
to GVJCI on time. This application for a scholarship
becomes complete and valid only when GVJCI has
received all of the following materials.

Submission deadline is April 6, 2026 with award
notification in June.
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Happy New Year 2026! Thank you to all of our Tomo No Kai (TNK) members in 2025! It’s time to renew or sign up for
2026 TNK membership. You can sign up or renew your membership for $12 at the GVJCI Office or online. What comes
with membership? Participation in any of our TNK classes (most of which are only $6!), our senior bento program which
serves healthy and delicious $7 Japanese bento meals, and our Tomo Cafe social hour where friends and new friends
gather to socialize and enjoy coffee and pastries.

There are 2 ways to sign up/renew membership:

1. Visit JCI-Gardena.org/Membership and fill out the online membership form OR download and print out a paper form
to fill out and return to the GVJCI Office.

2. Visit the GVJCI front office to fill out a paper membership form. Please see our website for the latest class schedule
or pick one up at our office.

And lastly, please note the following dates/holidays: GVJCI CLOSURE DATES (February-May): ¢ Monday, February 16 -
President’s Day Holiday e Tuesday, March 31 - Cesar Chavez Holiday ¢ Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day Holiday
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MEMBER ORGANIZATION NEWS

The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) is the home to over 30 GVJCI

Member Organizations. We are proud to provide a home to these organizations/clubs to b - )
engage and share with the community.

We want to introduce three new clubs at the GVJCI: Luna Sol Yoga, Ryukyukoku Matsuri
Daiko-Los Angeles Branch, and Kobayashi Ryu Aikido. Luna Sol Yoga is led by Kelly Hsu
and Nana Tsubota on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday night from 7 pm to 8 pm;
Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko-Los Angeles Branch is led by Stephanie Ajifu on Sundays f/
from 9 am to 1 pm; and our newest club which will start on January 5, 2026, Kobayashi 24 ‘
Ryu Aikido, is led by Ishibashi Robert Shihan 6th Dan on Monday, Wednesday, and A

Friday from 7 pm to 8:30 pm. For more information, please visit our website, JCI- "N

Gardena.org, email at Imeighan@jci-gardena.org, or call at (310) 324-6611 ext. 105.
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YOUR JAPANESE HOME CARE PROVIDER

@
carelife

Caregivers can assist with:
-Cooking
-Driving
-Light Housekeeping
-Home Exercise & more

Doctor of Physical Therapy(DPT) on staff

310.373.6030 carelifeinc.com

facebook.com/CarelifeHomeCare

BERKSHIRE | CALIFORMIA
HATHAWAY | PROPERTIES

THE SINGLE MOST
IMPORTANT DECISION YOU
WILL MAKE WHEN SELLING
YOUR HOME IS SELECTING

WHICH AGENT WILL
BEST REPRESENT YOU.

Bl Donna Sugimoto
REALTOR® | DRE#U{EBEEEE

310.962.1486

donnasugimoto@gmail.com

Caregiver @ Conference

WEST LOS ANGELES

Sunday, April 19, 2026
11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Venice Japanese Community Center

Join Keiro for its first Caregiver Conference
of 2026 in West Los Angeles!

B

Registration Opens: Monday, February 9, 2026
More Info: keiro.org/CC

Fall 2026 — Location to be announced
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« Medi-Cal Planning
« Estate Planning

« Trust Administration
» Probate
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Insurance program for members of Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute. Our partnership with MAPFRE Insurance offers important auto coverages like
comprehensive and collision deductible options and of course a multitude of discounts including multi-policy discounts up to 20%. As part of your MAPFRE Insurance
auto policy you also receive a complimentary membership to Road America’s Roadside Assistance service.

Please contact one of the agencies below to get your auto quote today!

COSTA MESA LONG BEACH MONTEREY PARK
Miyazaki Insurance Services Noriyuki Marumoto Quality Ins. Service Inc.
(714) 979-8700 (562) 595-4403 (323) 727-7755
GARDENA LOS ANGELES TORRANCE
AHTKY Insurance Agency Buna Insurance Agency Kamiya Insurance Agency
(310) 516-0110 (213) 626-1547 (310) 781-2066
Nakamura Insurance Agency FIA Insurance Services, Inc. Tsuneishi Insurance Agency, Inc.
(310) 327-0717 (626) 795-7059 (310) 533-8877
Tatsuno Business Service, Inc. Daiwa Insurance Marketing, Inc.
HUNTINGTON BEACH (213) 626-1954 (310) 540-8595
Mizuno Insurance Agency Aihara & Associates Insurance Services Nakazawa Insurance Services
(714) 964-7227 (213) 626-9625 (310) 771-1500
Minato Insurance Agency FIA Insurance Services, Inc.
LA PALMA (310) 540-8595 (626) 795-7059
J Morey Company Inc. Frank M. lwasaki Insurance Agency
(714) 562-5910 (323) 879-2184 VAN NUYS

Panorama Insurance Agency Inc.
(818) 781-6630

GVJCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It's hard to believe another year has come and gone. On behalf of the GVJCI Board, | want to
express our gratitude to the staff and the many volunteers for their dedication and hard work.
Volunteering takes time and energy, but it is rewarding to know you are contributing to helping
the community. It can also be a lot of fun and you can make new friends.

Thanks to their efforts, there is so much activity at the GVJCI, | sometimes have difficulty
keeping up. There is the everyday bustle of Tomo Café and Senior Bento, and the weekly
gatherings of Tomo No Kai classes, the Japanese Language School, and member organizations.
Mix in annual events like, Day of Remembrance, Matsuri, Tanoshii Fun Camp, the Art Show,
Izakaya and the new Car Show, plus cooking classes, health workshops, arts and craft workshops,
educational programs, film screenings and community rentals, and it feels like there is always
something happening, which is just the way we like it.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the contributions of many donors. We are grateful that so many
people regard this organization as worthy of their support. Those funds not only support the staff and the many classes
and programs, but there are constant maintenance expenses and occasional upgrades like the new fence on Gramercy
Place that help to make the facilities safer and look better.

On a personal note, it’s truly an honor to serve as President of such a wonderful organization. We are fortunate to have
so many kind and caring people, who really care about the GVJCI and its role as a gathering place for the community. |
wish everyone a very happy holiday season and look forward to another year of the GVJCI providing interesting,
engaging and fun activities that will hopefully encourage your participation, and bring you back over and over again.

Thank you for your support,

Alvin Takamori
President, GVJCI Board of Directors
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$JCI

1964 West 162nd Street
Gardena, CA 90247

Phone: 310-324-6611

Fax: 310-324-3223

Email: info@JCI-Gardena.org
Website: JCI-Gardena.org
Facebook.com/GVJCI
Instagram.com/GardenaValleyJCI

To visit the GVJCI
website, scan the QR
code above

GARDENA VALLEY JAPANESE CULTURAL INSTITUTE

The Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (GVJCI) is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit community center which has a very proud history spanning over 100
years. GVJCl's roots date back to 1912, when it was known as the Moneta
Gakuen, one of the early Japanese language schools in the South Bay. In
1967, it was formally incorporated as the Gardena Valley Japanese Language
School. Then, in 1968, the corporation changed its name to the Gardena
Valley Japanese Cultural Institute to incorporate the broader services and
functions the organization offers.

Today, the GVJCI continues to engage the community to explore the Nikkei
heritage, culture, and contemporary issues through a variety of programs
and services. Built by the community and sustained by the community---your
participation, volunteerism, and financial support enables GVJCI to continue
to provide accessible and enriching programs and services to the community.

Emeritus Board of Directors
Helen Nakano

Charles Oyagi

Raymond Shibata

Glenn Tachibana

Board of Directors

Alvin Takamori, President
Grant Nakaoka, Vice President
Miles Akiyama, Treasurer
Alan Kita, Secretary

Richard Ames

Gail Saito Doi Staff

Randall Fujimoto Administration
Lawrence Hada
Juan Hernandez
Kerilyn Kotani
Michael Murata

Alexis Okihara
Marilyn Tsuge Programs
Taylor Weik Stephanie Mayeda, Program Manager

Haruka Kawabata, Program Coordinator

Alison Kochiyama, Executive Director

Cathy Lee, Director of Development and Marketing
Debbie Oba, Administrative Manager

Sandy Uyesugi, Administrative Assistant
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OR CURRENT OCCUPANT

Built by the community and sustained by the community---your participation,
volunteerism, and financial support enables GVJCI to continue to provide
accessible and enriching programs and services to the community.

MISSION STATEMENT
A space to engage, share, and embrace the Nikkei experience and culture.

VISION STATEMENT

The GVJCI envisions a vibrant network and a welcoming space for all persons
interested in Japanese heritage and culture where history and tradition are
honored, people are inspired to create action and change, and cultural pride
and respect for all humanity are promoted.

Facilities/Fundraising Events

Lyndon Meighan, Director of Facilities and
Community Engagement

Andrew Bacon, Facility Events Coordinator

Facilities
Bob Seki, Maintenance Custodian

Japanese Language School

Masumi Sasaki, Vice Principal & Teacher
Stephanie Ajifu, Teacher

Mayumi Fuchino, Teacher

Chiaki Suzuki, Teacher

Naoko Tran, Teacher

Aki Izumi, Adult Class & Conversation Class
Teacher



